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Profound Divrei Torah culled from the writings of the

Gaon and Mekubal Rav Shimshon Chaim ben Rav Nachman Michoel Nachmeni zy"a,
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בסייעתא דשמיא

Zera ShimshonZera Shimshon

פסח תש"פ Zera Shimshon - the Limud that brings Yeshuos Pesachגליון 82

How Being Scattered Across the Globe Throughout  
Our Many Years in Exile Was To Our Benefit 

א  ְלָבד ָעַמד ָעֵלינּו ְלַכּלוֵתנּו, ֶאּלָ ּלא ֶאָחד ּבִ ָעְמָדה ַלֲאבוֵתינּו ְוָלנּו ׁשֶ ְוִהיא ׁשֶ
ָדם.  יֵלנּו ִמּיָ רּוְך הּוא ַמּצִ דוׁש ּבָ ָכל ּדור ָודור עוְמִדים ָעֵלינּו ְלַכלוֵתנּו ְוַהּקָ ּבְ ׁשֶ

It is that pledge to 
Avraham Avinu that has 
sustained our forefathers 
and us; that it has not 
been merely one nation 
who has risen up against 
us determined to destroy 
us. Rather, in every 
generation they rise up 
against us to destroy 
us, but Hashem always 
rescues us from their 
hands.  

The simple reading of this 
passage in the Haggadah 
clearly appears to be 
conveying that this itself ‘that 
it has not been merely one 
nation who has risen up 
against us determined to 
destroy us’ is what ‘sustained 
our forefathers and us’. It would seem that the Haggadah 
is implying to us, that only because of Hashem’s pledge 
to Avraham at the covenant, that He would watch over 
the Jewish people and protect 
them from all the nations that 
will rise up against them, did 
He exile them, scattered, 
across many lands. 
Consequently, it was not 

merely one nation who stood 
up against the Jewish people; 
rather it was many host-
nations who had the ability to 
do so.  
This idea appears to be quite 
difficult to comprehend, for 
how can it be that it would be 
safer and more secure for the 
Jewish people to be scattered 
across many lands and to 
consequently have to confront 
many host-nations rising up 
against them, rather than to be 
exiled together to one land 
and to confront only one 
single host-nation who would 
seek to destroy them.  

•  •  •
The Gemara in Pesachim )פז ע"ב( 
brings the following. R’ 

Oshaya said: “What is the meaning of that which 
Devorah and Barak praised Hashem, upon their 
miraculous victory over the army of Sisra, when they 

said as follows; פרזונו  צדקת 

י"א( ה,  )שופטים   They will‘ - בישראל 
recount the righteous deeds 
that Hashem performed, for 
His open cities in Israel’. 
[According to its literal 
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translation, the Passuk predicts that the Jewish people 
will thank Hashem for being able to live securely in 
open and un-walled cities.] This Passuk can be 
interpreted [through transposing the letters  in ז and ר 
the word פרזונו - His open cities, and thus yielding the 
word פזרונו - He scattered them] to mean that Hashem 
performed a righteous deed with the Jews in that He 
scattered them among the nations”. This was a point 
that was mentioned in the following conversation, in 
which a certain apostate said to R’ Chanina, “We are 
better than you. 
Concerning you it 
is written, י"א א'   )מלכים 

 ט"ז( כי ששת חדשים ישב

וגו'  For six‘ - שם 
months the Jews 
stayed there until 
they had destroyed 
all the males of 
Edom. But as for 
us, you have been 
with us for many 
years and we have 
not done anything 
to you”. R’ 
C h a n i n a 
responded to him, 
“With your 
consent, I will let 
one of my students 
reply”. R’ Oshaya 
then came forward and responded to the apostate and 
said; “You have not eliminated the Jews only because 
you do not know how to do it! If you were to say ‘Let us 
destroy all of them’, that option would be ruled out 
because not all the Jews are under your control, for 
they are scattered among several nations, and if you 
were to decide to kill only those who are under your 
control, that option would be ruled out as well, because 
through the efforts of the Jews who would survive in 
other countries, you will be called a genocidal 

government, and your reputation will be tarnished”. 
Upon hearing his reply, the apostate said, “I swear by 
the wall of the Romans that it is with this thought that 
we go up and down, as we constantly grapple with this 
very dilemma”.   

•  •  •
According to this notion we can understand why it was 
indeed more secure for the Jewish People to have 
always been scattered and dispersed across many lands 
throughout their years in exile, and how this was 

actually part of 
Hashem’s master 
plan in protecting 
His chosen and 
beloved people. 
For had the entire 
Jewish nation all 
been exiled to one 
land, their host-
nation would have 
been much more 
motivated and 
prepared to 
annihilate them, 
and only because 
no single nation 
has ever hosted the 
Jewish nation in its 
entirety did they 
never actually 
destroy us. 

We can now truly appreciate the passage of the 
Haggadah where we say, והיא שעמדה לאבותינו ולנו, שלא אחד 

 It is that pledge to Avraham Avinu - בלבד עמד עלינו לכלותינו
that has sustained our forefathers and us; that it has not 
been merely one nation who has risen up against us 
determined to destroy us, for it was indeed only in the 
merit of Hashem’s pledge to Avraham Avinu that we 
were exiled to many lands, and were thus confronted 
throughout our years in exile by the many host-nations 
who were constantly rising up, trying to destroy us.
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