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At the end of the Nw1D we are told of how DN spoke VN [IWH about NwN. She told NNN that
NWN had separated from his wife N9 in order to remain in a permanent state of purity so that he
would be in a constant state of readiness to receive NN .NKI21 and D'N were also D'N'21] yet they
did not do so. N' appeared to them in a pillar of cloud and reproached them explaining that NnwnN's
level of prophecy was on a much higher level than theirs.

DN was punished with NYIX and as a result had to sit outside the camp for seven days. The people
out of respect for the great Tzadekes (explains the D''NiN 1IX) did not travel until she returned to the
camp.

In (0:T2) N¥YN D NWNDY, the NN tells us D'IXNN DDNNYD T2 DMNY ']'P')N "N NWY YN NN IDT
- "remember what n' your G-d, did to DN on the way when you were leaving Egypt.” ""'w1 explains
that the purpose of remembering this event is so that we learn from it not to talk Van [Iw9 and the
consequences if one does. The |20 includes DN NWYN N1'DT (remembering what happened to
D'N) as one of the NIIXN AN despite it being left out of the D"2NT’s NII¥XNN 19D. His source
being the halachic ("190) wATN that this PIOD is a positive commandment telling us that we must
mention verbally what D'n did and take to heart the message not to speak badly of people. The
D''N YN )in a note to 2" PID NII2NN WY [IWHN NI'NW) expresses astonishment that there is no
prevalent custom to perform this nixnN of verbalising D'N’s deed.

Why was D'N’s deed picked as the example to be repeated over and over as the tool to prevent
the speaking of van [1W9?

The (NYIX NNNIV NIDYN £ID) D'"2NN says that the NN wants us to see that even what DN said
is considered VN |IWY despite the fact that she didn’t say anything negative about Nnwn, her mistake
was just in equating him to other D'N'21. The D'"2NN adds that she clearly had no bad intentions as
she was speaking about her younger brother, whom she helped bring up, and whom she risked her
life to save when he was placed in the Nile during NY19’s evil decree. In addition to this, she spoke
only to [NNK, not before NWN himself nor did she embarrass him in public and even if nwN would
have heard what she said, he would surely not have been in any way upset as the NN testifies that
he was the humblest of all men. Despite all of this it was still considered ¥ |IW3. We see from here
how careful we must be with what we say about others so that we do not fall into the trap of speaking
N 1Yl

The D''N YON adds that we must also contemplate, the severity of the punishment of speaking |IW5
NYIX ;YN has no natural cure, and the VIND is forced to live away from his family and friends
outside the camp. We also see that this terrible punishment is given to anyone who speaks |IW9
VN, even DN the Tzadekes who was one of the seven prophetesses and in whose merit ''*12 had
water for 40 years in the 127N (through the DN YW IN2).

For these reasons the N1IN made it obligatory to mention and contemplate D'N’s deed to act as a
reminder not to speak YN [IW9. The D"N Y9N in his introduction to his 190 on the laws of [1W5
VTN brings sources that say that the destruction of the p""'NN'2 was due to the sin of VN [IW3. He
therefore reasons that it must be one of the main sins which is lengthening the current Ni%a. By
being careful what we say about others, we can hasten the coming of N'wn and the rebuilding of
the wTpnn N1,
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