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If one is unsure as to whether he has said n9nn m543, what should he do?

There is a npwnn as to whether mnn m>9a is Torah ordained or is of Rabbinical order. [The n572
on the leining, however, is definitely pa71n.] Based on this, we have a disagreement as to whether
one should say nmnn n272 out of doubt; the »x mxw and others, who hold they are xn» w1, say
one should say the 1572 of w1 9na 7w, the ‘choicest of the blessings’. On the other hand, the »yw

n2wn cites those who say one should not make any blessing.

Although the m7772 mwn is more inclined towards the former camp, he recommends that the one in
doubt should either try to hear the m>72 from someone else, or should have nm> to be x¥» with
127 nanx. In fact, if one only realises his quandary after davening, the o7 9 suggests that he can

rely on the 127 NanK, even if he did not learn afterwards.

For what must one make n9nn ma4a?

For any verbal learning, whether x9n3 ,mwn 07199 or v, one makes 7NN M>372. As for learning
in one’s mind, the 711y ynbv rules that there is no need to make N1 nn mo13; likewise, to issue a po9,

without verbalising the reason behind it, is like thinking in learning. [To read from a 99v, straight
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laws without the reasons, however, the 17> non writes that this can be equated with writing and
thus requires a n573.] Therefore, writes the v, one should ensure to verbalise some words of n7n

following his blessings, so that they should not be in vain.

However, the Vilna Gaon is doubtful of both of these rulings, for thinking in learning, is part of the
man of N9 ony 11 mM; therefore, he writes, one should be on the safe side and not be 1 nn
without first making n7nn m>72. On the other hand, it is perfectly in order to perform a msn

without mnn m>n3, although inevitably, he will be thinking about the laws of the mun.

When it comes to writing, the 7vy ynbv rules that this is more significant than just thinking [and
according to the m» w19, often writing leads one to verbalise words of n1n], and does require
710N no1a. However, this nan is also challenged and the onnax yn ;370 and x7) all agree that one

should first make n7nn m>72 and say some words of nn.

The obligation to make 7 M1 only applies to learning for the sake of mnn 1. However, if
one wishes to write a 103 in a letter of greetings, all agree that no n571 is required. Likewise, one
who is editing or copying a 190 for another, in order to earn a nvy19, does not demand a n>a
nnn. The noYn 701 is unsure if the same would apply to a 9990 who actually verbalises the words
as he writes and therefore rules that he should make the mnn m>12 and say the standard oo

before beginning his work.

The 7 [in 1 0] questions the M to delay the mnn m>1a until after the recital of various
P09 such as NN nwio. Rather, he writes, one should already say the n7mn m>o7a after >pox
mw). The strict no5n follows the aforementioned >, since one is not reciting the o>pys for the
sake of N nn 75, However, the x7n writes that the prevalent »mn is in accordance with the .
Even if one is in the middle of mnT *p109, when he realises that he has not recited N7 nn m>o73, the
M2 mwn writes [later in >7po &) 0] that he can say them there and then; even the customary

D*P109 of ©»N5 N1 can be said too.

One should take special note of this, when it comes to mnYv; ideally, one should say the m572
N0 before mnvov. Likewise, one who needs to say ynw nxop before davening, no>nnab should
recite nMnn M>"2 first. [However, if in doing so, he will miss the latest time for ynv, various o¥po1d

write that he should say the ynw without the n7ynn m>1a.]

What is the correct terminology for the ms4a?

Generally, one should follow his own custom, as transmitted through the generations. The ©pv9

do give us some guidelines, however, for one who is not sure of his ancestors’ »mn:

1. The first No72 is /NN 272 PIDYY.
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2. Since there is much debate as to whether the part that follows is a separate blessing, or a
continuation of the same one, we say it with a y; namely, '8y 29ynv. In this way, one can’t go
wrong. However, one should not finish n7n »a7a pyoyy aloud, for this creates a pav for others
as to whether they should answer yx. If one does hear someone enunciate those words, the
majority opinion is to treat Xy 27y as part of the same 1591 and, as of such, not to answer yax
until the end of that adjoining paragraph.

3. The word ny»nsny includes both immediate sons and future generations [or at least the
grandchildren, as proven by the m» wan], and as of such, writes the on7an yn, one need not
say, "YONINY ONYNYY as well. As an aside, the N2 mwn writes that parents should have
particular concentration on these words, davening for their offspring to be true to the nmn.
Likewise, in 11 nanx and when saying the words, 'nona 793 X5 2275 y»3 XY Wwnd in ¥ X2.

4. The v notes the version of the 4, asking the 0%y bv 1m317 that we should merit to learn mn
for its sake; MowY TN 1. He writes that although these words are not mentioned in the
Ny or the M, a person should still pray that the words should be sweet so that we can learn
for its sake and not for any ulterior motives. Seemingly, we have adopted these words into our

version.

Does n34 nanx or oby nanx work in place of n9Inn Mms93?

Yes. There seems to be nponn between the onwn as to whether it works even without having
intent for it to act as NN M>272. The M2 mwn understands that the Ty \nbw rules leniently on
this issue. If, however, one has specific intent for it not to be effective, understandably, the > 12

rules, it does not work for n7nn ndHa.

However, one must ensure to learn something after davening, so that the n>12 takes effect on some
7NN Y. Since there is serious doubt as to whether the ynw that follows the n>7a counts for
learning [and in fact the 8773 and many others, hold that it definitely does not work], unless the
time of ynw has already passed and one is just reading it as one would learn n7n, one should not
rely on it and should learn a little at the first opportunity after the nwy mnw. As long as one does
not interrupt with talking of a different yiy or get involved in other affairs, one could do the

learning even after terminating davening.

Does one have to learn something after n9nn mo9a?

The 7y )nbw seems to side with mavin, who write that, as opposed to n27 nanK, one need not learn
anything after the actual n7nn m>572. However, the majority of the o»nx disagree with this and it
has thus become accepted to recite the 3 105 of ©»15 n93, mimicking the minimum number of

P09 for an oy in leining. This is then followed with the 2 sentences of ©127 N, the first a mwn

—
| —



and the second x). However, one who did not learn afterwards and only realises once it is too
late [see previous question], should ideally be wwnn for the ruling of the Ty ynow and use a7 nanx

or some other way out, such as finding someone else to be x>¥1 him.

When does the effect of the n59a terminate?

Generally, the 1272 is effective throughout the day and the following night, even if he interrupts
his learning with many hours of other matters, since one knows that the msn never ends and he
intends to return to his learning at the first opportunity. For one who generally does not learn and
changed his mind to learn, there is much debate if the 7 is different; the na5n sides with the 170

and he would not make the m>92a again.

Entering a toilet or a bathroom does not terminate the 153, especially since there are certain m25n
which apply at that time. Likewise, a nap, such as placing one’s head down on his arms for a sleep,
does not interrupt the n37a. If one lay down during the day for a proper sleep, although strictly
speaking this should demand a new n572 when he awakes, the prevalent »n is to be wwin for the
on w317 who rules that sleep does not act as an interruption and therefore not make a new ns7a.
[However, one who wishes to do so, in line with the opinion of many o’pv19, ‘does not lose’,
concludes the N2 mwn.] It is advisable to cover oneself with the o5y nanx in 2>9yn. However, at

night, even at the very beginning, a proper sleep most definitely does warrant a new blessing.

If one was up the entire night, one cannot make a 1573, since, as explained by W~ NPy "1 [in
response to the wonderment of the omax ], the majority of oxwxy hold that sleep is the
determining factor for a new blessing. One should, however, endeavour to be v with someone
else, or have in mind when he says na7 nanx. If he slept properly during the day, then, says >
N 8Py, unless he actually learnt something following oYy manx of the previous night's
yn,one could most definitely make the m»7a the next morning, for either way he fulfils the

requirement for a new n>13; he has had both sleep and the arrival of a new day.

[As for o>y mnN, there are various reasons why it may not have covered him: 1) He didn’t have
nMm> that it should be for mmn m>9a. 2) He didn’t learn anything afterwards. 3) Some hold that
oYy nanN is only effective until he has nyTn no>n and not for the whole day or night. Although all
these factors are subject to np1onn, and it may well be that generally we are lenient on each, in this

case, putting them all together, one can make a new nmnn nm71.]

One who arises early, can he make n91nn m593?

Yes. Even if he plans to go back to bed, he can make mnn m>972 and does not have to do so, upon

reawakening, for we assume that his intention was to cover himself until the sleep of the next
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night. [The n112 mwn points out, however, that one who is accustomed to make a new 1572 after

sleeping in the day, would most definitely make a new n>92 after his second sleep of the night.]

What about the other ms4a?

If one arises after msn, he may make all the m>93, except nya »>w> ynnn, which is subject to much
discussion. In the final analysis, as long as it is after msn, if he has made the 153, he is covered.

However, ideally, he should wait for day-break, unless he actually heard the cockerel.

If he is planning on returning to bed, then he should not say nmnwy >pox and n»w aynn with
Hashem’s Name. This, he should only do upon arising for the day. If he did recite them with
Hashem’s Name and then went back to sleep, the no5n 9%0a brings conflicting opinions and rules
that out of doubt, he should not repeat the m>92 upon arising; especially if he do not intentionally
go back to bed, but rather was overtaken by sleep, in which case, all agree that he need not be

concerned.

One should not say before day-break, the nv1s of the nn or the accompanying nywn pertaining

to the other ma9p, since they could not be offered in the v1pnn n>a during the night.

Can a woman be NX'81 a man for H99n0 Ma9a?

This depends on the reason for a woman'’s obligation to make 7 nn m>12. According to the »no
who holds that they are obligated to learn the m>5n which are pertinent to them, or due to their
arn to say the npw19 of NP, owing to their connection to nvam, they would be able to be xo81m a
man. However, the Vilna Gaon rules that their n57a is not obligatory; rather, as with any positive
time-bound msn, they are allowed to make the n573; thus, they would not be able, however, to

cover a man’s obligation. A child most definitely, cannot be 8>3 a 511, writes the o> »a.
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