Davening with a Minyan
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What is 99283 nvan?

Contrary to what people may believe, m2°82 nban truly refers to the praying of the nwy mnw
together with ten people. Even if they are not all the most orthodox men, says the o”an3, it still

carries the special potency of 1aya nban.

If one can choose one day to daven with a y>», which day should he choose?

In what has become a most famous response from the 173271 to a man imprisoned, he advised him
that if he had been given a permit to leave for one day, he should take the first opportunity and
ignore calculations as to which day carries the most myn. [It is important to note, however, that

there are those who disagree and one should realise that there are other mitigating factors.]

What should one do if davening with a s will cost him money?

If there is a loss of money at stake, then he may forego praying with a y». However, if he will

merely lose the chance to gain a profit, then the davening with a y prevails.

If one has a choice between two shuls, where should he pray?

If everything is equal, then the further one gains him myvs 1ov; reward for the extra steps.

However, if one has more people, this lends more honour to Hashem; 75n n77n oy 27a.

If one chose to daven nm7nw on naw in a Y Nown and could wait and proceed to a bigger shul for
901, it would still be better to daven everything in one place, unless his fixed place of davening is

in the second shul.

A nvIvn m*a and a w1190 n°a: which one is the better for nYan?

If the wamon 1 if a place fixed for constant public learning, this is the ideal place for prayer. If it is
only an individual who has made it his fixed place to learn, then only he should choose the mna
v TN over the noyon n>a. For everyone else, the shul’s advantage of 9n m7n oy 292 makes the shul

the better place to daven.

Does this mean that a 05n 1950 would be allowed to daven alone in his mn’a

v1NIn?

Whereas the no% 127 hold that yes, indeed, he would be permitted to do so, the o7any writes that
he may only daven in his wa71nn m03, despite the fact that the shul has more people, if there is a ymn

there.
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The x3 opines that if the 77 n is his “trade” - 1N ”M7MN - meaning that he would ordinarily only
interrupt his learning for what is absolutely necessary, then the n7m 501 it would entail to walk to

the shul, would justify his davening alone in the v170n n°3, even according to the o7anA.

Either way, nowadays, the v”x7 already warns that we do not really qualify for this. Furthermore,
the own 50 that will result does not justify the decision to not attend the y. People will
misinterpret his actions and will lose the ma>wn for davening with a yan. Hence, even a 0on 1nbn

should not become accustomed to pray without a yn.

May the o5n 1nbn learn whilst the congregation prays?

The x7m cites the »oabx mmin who says that he most definitely may not do so. However, if he has
already davened and is only present in order to answer to v1p and nv Tp, then he may learn

whilst the m12°8 davens.

Can one gather a y>»n at home?

If there is a yn in shul, then unless it is noisy and one is unable to concentrate and hear what is
being said, then one should not ordinarily do this. The shul is a fixed place for nvan and thus has
more NVYTP and presumably, more people. However, if there will not be a i in the shul, then one
should pray with the y in the house, even if he will be able to hear v1p and nwiTp elsewhere,

after davening.

570 write that one who does not attend the shul in his city, is deemed an “evil

neighbour’. In what situations does this apply?

Although the o0 »9 is doubtful, the o»7nx write that this applies even if there is no Y in the
shul. However, if he is davening with a yin, albeit in a private home, since the n»>v is present, he

would not fall into the above category.

What if one is ill?

Even if one is feeling weak, he is not obligated to go to shul. However, unless it will be too much
bother, he should assemble a y» in his home. If this is not possible, he should do what anyone
does if it is impossible to daven in a y»; namely, he should time his mwy nw with that of the

shuls.

Does this work even if they are davening 9vin and he is praying »n°9nv, or vice

versa?
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When merely praying at the same time, it must be the same nbon as the m2>8. However, if praying
with the yy in the shul, then even if he is reciting a different mywy mnw to that of the

congregation, it still carries the extra potency.

[The source of the N2 mwn is the noy, who takes it further in that, even if they are reciting a
completely different part of nvan, such as N7 P10y, his Nwy MW will be ‘listened to’. A similar
idea would seem to have already been expressed by the vv in v57 y»o, with regard to an
individual davening nnin in a shul where the congregation are praying the evening nwy n»nnw; he
spells out, however, that it does not constitute 12>32 nban. This idea is echoed by the onvax y» in
the aforementioned y»v and repeated here in connection with the case of qomn and mnw.
Seemingly then, the terminology of the n772 mywn here, that it constitutes 11282 nban’, when borne
in mind with the above decision of the 1#v and on1ax yn» he quotes in /57 Y, cannot be taken too
literally. [See handout entitled, ‘Connecting Redemption and Tefillah’.] Perhaps, there are two

sorts and levels of 2821 nYay. What do you think?]

One should enter ‘the width of two doors’ and then daven: what does this mean?

»w1 understands it literally; namely, one should not stand by the door, implying that he is eager to
get out. Rather, he should enter 8 o>nov [64cm-76.8cm]. Accordingly, if he has a fixed place by the

door, there is no issue.

The »299771 07900 also learns the xnmy literally, but explains the reason differently; namely, so
that one will not be disturbed by what is going on out in the street. Accordingly, if the shul does

not open onto a public domain, there is no concern.

The »n5vy supports the basic explanation of the X, but would imply that it is a 23m50 n7>% and
is not open to exceptions. Thus, in order to fulfil all opinions, the na advises that there should
always be an outer chamber, such as a foyer, before the shul. Understandably, one should avoid

praying in the entrance hall.

The wNn cites a dissenting opinion that holds that the x93 is not to be taken literally. Rather, it
means to say that one should wait a little, after having entered the shul, prior to commencing his

prayer. In this way, he will be able to organise his thoughts and daven with the right n>.

One should try to fulfil all opinions. Thus, one should ensure not to daven by the door leading to

the street and should not begin his prayer immediately upon entering the shul.
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