Honouring the Mitzvah of Leining
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Is one permitted to leave the shul during leining?

Once the N7 n 790 has been opened, it is forbidden to go out, even if there are still 10 men in the
shul and he himself has already heard the leining earlier. If absolutely necessary, one may leave
between n»oy, as long as 10 men remain [and, unless he has already heard the leining, he intends
to return immediately]. However, if this happens on a regular basis, it is seen as a dishonour to the

nnn.

As for what is considered the conclusion of the leining, whilst the v1n >9 leans towards permitting

one to leave even before the last 1572 has been recited, the x> non argues.

Can one speak during leining?

Once leining has commenced - some say once the N7 n 790 has been opened in order to make the
first N>72 - until the end, including between nyby, it is forbidden to speak to others. The navn 92
concludes the y»o with harsh words for people who disgrace the N7 in this fashion and warns of

the many o>1ox that are often contravened, in the process.

Can one learn during leining?

The x in NV indicates that this is forbidden, seemingly even between nyby, for worry that one
may continue even into the actual reading; even if he himself has already heard the nmnn nxoAp.
This applies even to paskening a n25n, unless it cannot wait until later, or it is a matter of
withholding another from doing an 7'~ and one can’t hint; in these cases, one should respond

short and to the point.

However, the n7a allows learning between nyby, especially nowadays with the 772w »n that they
make. Nonetheless, the n17 »ox warns that one should not learn together with another person; to

pasken a naYn, however, is fine.

Are there any exceptions?

Based on nww 11, who turned his face away and learned, there are a number of opinions on this

matter:
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1. The m5ym mabn writes that if there are ten people without him, he may learn.

2. moomn, amongst others, adds further that he must learn quietly, so as not to disturb others.
3. The mv w27 writes that it is dependent on his turning away - clear for all to see - and
beginning to learn before the leining starts. Otherwise, it is forbidden, without exception.

4. The mv w21 also quotes an opinion that nww 17 was different because he was blind and
therefore exempt from leining. [According to this, perhaps one who has already heard
7N NP would be permitted. On the other hand, unlike nww 19, it is not evident and
clear to all that he is exempt. Anyhow, this opinion is not quoted in the vy yn>v.]

5. The 91 writes that only one for whom the N7 is his “vocation’, is there is a 9mn. The o9&
n27 writes that nowadays, no one fits into the category of "mmx ynn for this purpose.

Accordingly, there would no 9y to learn.

What about reading along for the sake of ©»9m 7NN 89PN DNY?

The 7y 5w permits it. The on1ax Pn quotes the Y70 NN that this is even when he is needed to
make up the yn; even if he is not actually reading the exact same words as the nxp Yy3, since he
is reading the same yiy, one need not worry. The n25n 7102 strongly questions this and seemingly
argues that if he is the tenth man, then it is forbidden. When it comes to 715y nv19 and seemingly

179 Nw19 too, one should just listen and be 191 to the nnn nxop.

However, the 7y ynow concludes that one who is a '»1272 p7p7 Will always just listen to the ya
. The wn »9 goes further and actually forbids reading along. This position is shared by

others, such as the vy1pn n75w and the Vilna Gaon.

On the other hand the nwn nvn, along with others, says one should read along, in order to ensure
that he keeps concentration. [Accordingly, it would seem, however, that he must actually keep in

time with the NN P Yya.]

Is the n9van any different?

No; the same m>5n apply.

Must one stand during leining?

Although the o7nn used to stand during the leining and the v writes that everyone should
follow his practice, the qo» n3, the v1n »9 and the Vilna Gaon all write that one need not do so.
The n7a adds that even the ovnn did so only as a 2v7n; in the same fashion that Sxy» 555 stood at
’»»Y 7. Subsequently, writes the o»ax »yw, one who is weak and will be unable to concentrate,

should definitely sit.

—
| —



Between nvby, without doubt, one may sit. However, for 1592 and answering " 79200 7 713, one

must stand.

Must one stand when a 790 999 is being carried?

Yes; until it reaches its place, or it goes out of his range of vision. Note that leaning heavily against
something else, is Halchically considered to be sitting. So too, at the time of nnaxn, since the whole
purpose is to show the congregation the N7 n, one must stand, even if the 77 190 is technically in

a different domain.

However, if the yin is standing still with it in one place, such as for mnw) N1, the o1 »9 is
lenient. Subsequently, when the wmpn N is open, although the o%yn »mn is to stand, one is not

actually obligated to do so.
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What is the time for D190 7hN) X9pn 0NY?

Although the o »9 mentions the opinion that one has to wait for Sunday, as is actually
suggested too by the > of the 77y 15w, the N2 mwn paskens that following the leining at naw
7N, one may begin the next week’s n717o. [Other 090, such as the Ty \nHw N¥p, stick to the o

of the 71y 0o, making no mention of starting from nny on Mav.]

When it comes to mwNx11 nw19, one must wait for the leining of mwxI2 NwI9 on NN nnnw.
[According to those who are 9 nnn for the above mentioned opinion, one must wait until >
1N nnnw.] Parshas no1an nxn should ideally be done on n37 Nywin, but if necessary can still be
completed on na¥y »»nW or NN NNV before the leining of N7 NxM. [See »w vIN that if need be, it
can be done until the end of "M n nnpw. As to whether one can already begin from the previous
Sunday, there is a dispute in the o>po1o. Likewise, some are lenient in the case where the Shabbos
leining is interrupted, due to 210 ©Y or TN YN, to allow one to start from the time the N770 is

leined at the first nny nav; others write that one must wait until the week it will actually be read.]

Some, such as the Vilna Gaon, would divide the n179, doing a section each day and finish it on 27y

mv. Others advise that the ideal is to do the whole 77170 in one go, on naw 2.

What is the latest time to complete the n949?

If one has not yet completed the n179, he should try to do on naw morning before going to shul for
leining. Otherwise, he should endeavour to complete it before the day-time nTwv, for worry that as
a result of the big and long nTyv, one may fail to do it before nny. However, this should not come
at the expense of delaying the meal beyond msn or keeping hungry family and guests waiting.
Rather, he should then see to complete the n770 before nnin time. If even that proves too difficult,
he still has up until, but not including, Wednesday. Otherwise, he should ensure to “pay up his
debt” by n7n nnnv. [As to whether he should continue on with that week’s nw1s and fill in the
blanks in his own time, or he should go in order from where he is up to, this is a matter of much

debate in the o>poI9.]
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What is the proper procedure for Dn9mn 7NN 9PN 0NY?

n>nnaY, one should read the 0w n only after the second reading of the xvpn; not like those who
say that it is fine, at least 7ay>713, to sandwich it between the two times xpn. [However, in mnIx
1>19, the vwwx N is reported to have followed this latter 75nn.] One should follow through the ny7o
in the right order. Although it is best to sing the words with the m»», the o7 9 is p»7n that it is
not imperative. [The 170 mentions that ideally, a person should read at least once from a n7n 990.

Practically, it isn’t so simple.]

As to how much x7pn to read before filling in the 0171, some do one P1vs at a time; others take a
whole nw19, whether nmna or Nono, in one go. [The Ypwn mnn, quoting the vv1pn nHvw, notes that
according to this practice, even if the break is in the middle of a 09, such as in on»a nv9, one
interjects there and then. However, in the m 270 nwy, the o»nn 95 rules to follow the pnnn oyv
and not break in the middle of the o>pya.] The N2 Mmwn rules that one can do as he pleases. [In
fact, there are yet other ways to do it, such as the Steipler’s practice to read the whole 770 twice,
before doing the owin.] After the final bit of ©»n, one should read the last pyos again, so as to

finish with xpn.

Can one interrupt in the middle?

Although it is commendable to go through the whole m7v in one go, one is permitted to talk
between one yy and the next, such as at a nnns or NMND. In the middle of an iy, however, the qyv

80 rules that it is forbidden.

What does one do where there is no o»9n?

In accordance with »7vn, one should read the 81pn a third time. Some are 9 nnn, where it exists, to

read the »n>w11> on N instead, as is the opinion of maomn.

Is there an alternative for one who doesn’t understand the 09n?

Another language is of no use, since the 0»n is more than just a translation. However, as ruled by
the w79, one could replace the owin with »v9; namely, twice x7pn followed by the »#va. Where
there is no >#v9, one should read the Yoo a third time. In fact, since »#v1 has more than the own,
but does not deal with every pyvs as does the owIn, a onw X1 will read both the own and »rwA.

For one who can’t learn »”v9, a good w13 [not just a translation], is fine.

Can one fulfil one of the times X99n when hearing n9nn nx*9p?
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Ideally, one should not rely on what one hears from the nxp bya, since it is 7ay>13, and according
to others even Tay>»71a does not work. [Is this because the mx»n of N7INN NNIP is to hear, not to read
and thus, we do not have the mechahism of 'nny> ymw? What do you think?] However, for those
who read along with the nxp Yya from a wnin, it most definitely does count. [See ‘Honouring the

Mitzvah of Leining’ as to whether one should do this.]

Does one have to read x9pn 0%Ww for the leining of 210 0¥ or the nyws /4?2

There are two reasons found for the msn of X pn o»w. The YN 1237 is quoted to explain that in
this fashion, one prepares for the upcoming week’s leining. However, the majority explanation is

that in this manner, one will complete the whole N7 n himself.

Accordingly, the reasoning of the 5x»n 127 would hold that one would have to read xpn o»w for
whatever is being leined that week. However, the majority opinion would reason that since the
individual completes the whole n7n anyway, there is no need to do it for the 230 oy leining or

5% nw19 and the alike. This is the decision of the 7y yn5w too.

What about the n4avon?

Once again, it would seem to depend on the above n»5nn; namely, according to the Sxn w29, one
should have to prepare the n1van too. Following the other reason, however, clearly a person is not

going to complete the whole of o>n>1) anyway.

Although strictly speaking we follow the second reason and subsequently there is no obligation to
read through the n7van, the »Mn, as quoted by the 719, is for one to do so. The onYax Yn explains
that here, there is a practical rationale behind the »n; namely, unlike n7nn NP, one may well

be called upon to lein the n1van and needs to be prepared.

Following this line of reasoning, it follows that one reads whatever n1van is actually going to be
leined that week; for example, on 7191 nw9, the NVan for o1 Nw1a. One last point: Although the
DN P writes that one should actually read the own of the nvan, the ysn qyw notes that this is

not our practice.
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