Ideal Time for Shema in the Morning
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What is the earliest time for ¥nw nx>9p in the morning?

Unless there is a pressing reason to read as early as day-break [see ‘Latest Time for Shema in the
Evening’], one must wait until >wy; namely, the time that one would be able to recognise
someone with whom he is acquainted [but not someone he knows too well], at a distance of 4 mnx.
This is also the time at which one would be able to discern the nv>n from the white of his noxy [at
least according to one opinion] and would thus fulfil the requirement stated in the third paragraph

of the Shema, "mx on>xY. This time restriction applies also to the n572 of NN 3.

Note that this is also the earliest time that one makes a n272 on the y>an [and according to some,
on the nm5v]. If necessary, though not ideal, one may daven up until nanw», await ->»wn and then

lay yYan with a n572 and continue on.
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What is the ideal time for ynv nx>vp?

One should read the ynw nxop just before 'nnnn 7, the time that the sun begins to shine on the
mountain tops, so that he will complete Sx> Sxy and begin nwy mynw with xn. One who

accomplishes this, is promised that he will be a xan o2y y2 and will not be damaged the whole day.

If there is no y’»n davening at this time, may one pray alone?

The noYn 702 writes that one accustomed to daven at this opportune time, may do so, even

without a ymn.

If he will not be able to put on y*5’9n in time, what should he do?

Although generally one should wear the y»an for ynw nnp, the recitation at the ideal time

overrides this requirement.

What if one missed \»n?

As advised by the m» 119, one should read at the first opportunity. The n772 mwn pens harsh
words against those who stand around, pushing off the myn of ynw nxp until it is convenient for

them. 57 n write that this msn would have been sufficient reason to create the world.

However, one should not daven alone or without y>an, just so as to catch the first opportunity to

perform this most valuable msn.

What is the latest time for ynv nx>9p?

Three hours into the day; they are calculated according to the length of the particular day and thus,
practically speaking, this means a quarter of the day. The on1ax yn works the day from day-break
until nightfall. The Vilna Gaon, however, writes that the calculation is based on the hours from
sunrise until sunset. Either way, one should note that the latter writes that nbnnob, it is forbidden

to leave it until the last moment.

If necessary, even if there is just a chance that the time may elapse, one should perform the msn
without p»an. One can then lay the p>an afterwards and repeat ynw or say a P19 of oo nn. If the
v will not reach the ynw until after the latest time, one should either seek another y3n, even

daven m7n»3, or at least ensure to recite the ynw before davening.
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