Interruptions in Hallel and Megillah
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Does one make a 1593 on Y99 of vw7in yNx4?

There are only 18 days in the Jewish calendar [and 21 in the diaspora] that there is a 377 myn to
say Y9n. On these days, we say “full-55n" and with two m573; one before and one after. On wmn w9,
it is only a »mmn, and as such, we only say “half-55n". [According to most omwxA, the half-5on of nos
has the same status as vTn wxd. The y7am1, however, learns that the institution from the start, was
to read only half-5n, and as of such, it is more stringent than w70 wxy; namely, even an individual
reads it, and with a n572. See ©7am7 and MW T in (3:7) NONN MION.|There are a number of

opinions in the ©»wN1 as to the particulars of this 31m. Below is a summary of the moow:

1. The oram holds that an individual does not say 55n at all; only the 172>% say half-55n. However,
if the r» began, then he should complete the 55n. In terms of the 1513, though, there is none on
vhn wXI. [The oy are quoted in the My w17 as qualifying that if he started with a 173, he
should still complete without an after-nsma.]

2. v is quoted in »Mv» MmN as holding that no 1572 is made on Yon. Seemingly, though, he
holds that both a o> and the 2>y recite the half-55n.

3. The 9 holds that everyone says the half-55n. However, only the 11208 make a n27a. If the T
began with a 1273, then he also concludes with the n392. This opinion seems to be shared by
the my 2.

4. The n1 and the wx1 hold that both an individual and a congregation make a 1272 on the 55n.

In the final analysis, the 7ann writes that the M in Y87 XX and its surrounding provinces was
not to make a 123, even for a m8. However, the x7n7 reports that our »mn is to make the m>a
even when reading m1na. Still though, he recommends that one try to recite it together with a
72y, in order to cover the nV>w of the 91 too. If one can’t do so, then at least, he should have two
people respond to the " 75 y1n; in this way, it is considered like a ©234. Anyway, even without
the issue of the N573, a person should always endeavour, if at all possible, to have two people join

his 5on. However, he is not obligated to go looking for them, if they are not readily available.

The opovIa write that as such, if an individual arrives in shul when the 112> are about to begin 557,
he should say Y50 with them and then daven afterwards; that is, assuming that he will not miss the
latest time for ynw and nban. [For 55n, one has the whole day. However, the 7ay> warns that since
59N belongs to M Nv, unless one is feeling weak, in which case there is no reason to be stringent,

one should not eat until after 5n.]

Moreover, even if he is in the middle of n 7 *»v9, he should interrupt in order to join them for
the Y9n. This presents no problem since Y91 is further chapters of praise to Hashem, and as such, it
is no different to the additions we make on naw to nmyT >pva. However, he should not make the

m>72 on it, since mrw 712 and Nnanw> will suffice. [The ysn qyw points out, that in this situation,
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the person will have saved himself making the m>721 on 550, meaning that he has fulfilled the

opinion of those o»nwx1 who hold that even a 7112°% does not make the m>92 on 55n.]

On days that one says full-55n, there is also a nbyn in saying Y5n with the 128 and as such, if
necessary, writes the y»sn 9yv, he should say 55>n and then daven. However, he should not
interrupt N7 >P1s for this purpose, since he will lose the m>1a of 5on. If he is holding between
nany> and X 78y and he knows that he will not find a congregation later with which to say %5n,

the o»nn 777 writes that he should say 5on there and then, with the m>na.

What about women?

Women are never obligated in the positive time-bound msn of 551, even on days when the men are
obligated to say full-59n [except for 770 9, of course]. However, they can say the Y50 and with a
1972; even on wNn wX3, unlike the opinion of the y7ay. As such, writes the on1ax yn, since they
have no 2»n, a woman cannot be X>¥ a man; rather, he would have to repeat every word after

her. Moreover, 93n have warned that a man who does this, will receive a curse.

The no%n 902 clarifies that this would only apply to days when the recitation of 5on is absolutely
obligatory. On w1in wny, however, since even for a man, it is only »n, a woman who is
‘accustomed’ to normally recite Y5 [i.e. this is not just a once-off], she would strictly-speaking be

able to be ¥ the man.

On a general note, many hold that one cannot be x°%1 someone-else in Y50, as long as he is capable
of reciting it himself. Even then, the one who is listening must answer np5on at the conclusion of
each paragraph unless he is not able to even do this. [The na5n 7201 is a little bewildered as to how
a person can be so illiterate that even this one word, he can’t say.] Some say that if the one reading

has not yet been x¥» himself, then the one listening does not need to respond at all.

What 05932 do we make on 99n?

Some say that on days that we complete Y5n, one says '5onn nx 1. However, the »mn follows the
31V 07n who was concerned that one may omit a word by mistake and thus not do as he
has declared in the n272, making it a nbvab n>72 Therefore, we always say 'mpY'. If one says >,
he is fine, especially as the w'nx7 clearly was not concerned, since, he writes, 1> does not
actually exclude a half-55n; it simply means to read. In fact, in places where the »mn is to say 7m0,

the o0 ™9 says that they should maintain their practice.

The yp¥n 9yw warns, though, that in practice, even if one says m7pY, he must still be careful not to
miss out or mispronounce a single word that alters the meaning. If one did, writes the n772 mwn,

he must return to the spot of omission and continue from there.

—
| —



What is considered the beginning of paragraphs in 55n?
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" 280N ). The P11 holds that this final paragraph starts earlier; from " 210 % 15 y1in.

Can one make an interruption in the recitation of Y9n?

On days that we recite full-55n, it has the same laws as ynw nx>7p; namely, with regard to between
paragraphs between and in the middle of paragraphs. [Refer to ‘Interruptions in Shema’. This is
the opinion of the v"x9, as opposed to that of the my a9, who writes that in the middle of a
paragraph, one can’t interrupt at all, even for one who he fears.] The 078 »n writes that if one

receives a 2979 only in the middle of 55, he may take it and make the n>73, between paragraphs.

On days that we say half-55n, the middle of a paragraph has the same status as between
paragraphs. For example, one can return greetings to anyone. However, one cannot just interrupt
for anything. [This is in accordance with the vn7 and most ©)wN9, as opposed to the o7any, as
understood by the mwn . The m» 117 would seem to take a more stringent stance; namely, it

has exactly the same 07 as ynw nxop.]

Can one speak during n%%nn nx*9»?

Of one spoke between the n372 and the start of the n>n, whether the one reading or the one
listening, he must make the n>72 again. Once the reading has got under way, generally, n>nna>
one should not interrupt, even for n1n »2a7. If one did, and as a result missed a word, he has not
been xy¥v. If he did not miss any words, then 7ay>73, he is fine. In fact, '0>p79n 2, it has the y7 of
ypw NP and one could greet someone he must accord honour, even n»nnoY. [Whereas the >vbv
D> M2 is unsure as to where is considered P91 P2, the Ypwn nosnn cites the MmN onb that one
can follow the npv9 in the n5n, even though they are mmno. Harav Shlomo Kluger 57pist writes

that it is before 1> v~ and before XN NYHa.]

Between the end of the reading and the n>7a that follows, one should not speak. If one did,
according to the 1oy Yya, since the N7a is not intrinsically connected to the n%n, one could still

make the nawn n>72. However, according to the 710, this is not so clear, writes the ypyn qyw.
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