Interruptions in Shema
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What is orp9n 2a?
This refers to the break between two “paragraphs’. It includes:

1. Between the end of the first n572 and the start of the second. [Note: See n11a mwn, at the
beginning of /57 >, that after 1973, even before commencing the first n513, it already has the
status of ‘in the middle of the paragraph’.]

Between the end of the second n572 and the start of ynv.
Between rayway and 'yinw ox vy,

Between yInn Yy 0ynwn m and MNNY WD N T A0N0Y.

In 2>9yn, as well as the above, the no9n 7802 adds that between 'S S8y and ovny, it has the
status of '0>p9n 2. Likewise, after the conclusion of wa»own, even whilst reciting 'o5wo 1 712, it is
treated as, '0>p19n 2. The Na5n 11 is unsure whether, in the evening, whilst in the midst of the
third paragraph of ynvy, it can be viewed as '0>p19n 2/, since the msn of m¥y does not apply at
night.

What can one say 0’p99n 2a?

Strictly speaking, as long as one does not purposely go over to say hello [which is a problem before
davening], one may greet one whom he must honour, whether it is due to his being elderly, a

05N TN who is at least an equal to himself, or a rich man. He may also return greetings to anyone,
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even a gentile. In fact, as suggested by the nx7awn, one would even be allowed to initiate greetings

to one holding ©p79n 3, even though he knows that the one davening will be forced to answer.

However, this no%n only applies to greeting one who will be offended if you don’t notice him.

Since, nowadays, it is common practice not to speak during davening, one may not speak, even in

matters of 7N and even in NyT *Pve. However, if he did so, even in the middle of ynw nxop, he

simply returns to the P10 in which he interrupted and continues from there. Some say that he can

even continue from the word at which he stopped, assuming that it was the end of an yay.

We pasken that, obviously, there is no issue with answering to nvy1paw 0>127. For example:

1.

One may answer n17 v &> 0N, but, as opposed to the on1ax yn, one should not conclude
772m. The only other yx in v>1p, to which he should respond, is the one that follows y»nxT
nnoya. All others are only 3 and he should not say.

As for nvyTp, he can say 121 wy1p w1 [until y125 - see DTN »Nin 1 Pyo D55 and Ty NS NP
N PYo 170 o] and 191 M5 TN [until PHN - see DTN »N and Ty oW NYP] only. As ruled by
the omax pn and Vilna Gaon, one should not say 791> and most definitely, adds the mwn
73, not w1y or the other parts of nvyTp added on naw.

When he hears 1973, even in n7nn nxop, he should answer 7y oYY 7ann 7 TMa. As to
whether he should answer yax to the 1572 of the person called to the n7mn, the n77a mwn sides
with the lenient opinion; namely, he may answer.

In ¥7wn nn, one should just bow and utter the words 19 W o111’ and nothing more.

As for yx, all agree that he can answer yax to the m572 of vy1pn Ypn and Nban ymw of ¥ wn NN,
since they are the end of a sequence of m>a. Likewise, he can answer yax to the ¥7v, when he
finishes the n57a that he himself has just finished. As for all other o»nx, the o7~ »n writes that
one should not say them. The o>7n »9 and 2»x 2Py 1 disagree.

If one hears thunder, some say that one can make the n>11. As for one who has gone to be
excused, however, he should wait until after the mwy nynw to say 1% IwN.

If mYv and y»an only become available o797 3, he can put them on; according to the n>w
Ty, with a 1573, but there are those, quoted by the N7n3, who say that it should be without a
n572. The »mn is, as stated by the 819, to put the p»an on with a N3, but the m5v without a
blessing. After nwy N, he should move it around a little and make the n57a.

Ideally, the »'n2» should not call such a person to the nn. If he is the only jn5 or »5 present, he
should leave the shul, prior to the time when he would be called up, so that they can then call a
587w in his place. If he did not go out and he is the only one there, the 1172 mwn rules that one
can call him up, since there is debate as to whether calling a Y87 in his place would result in a
'Dy», a shame to the honour of the yn5. However, he should not read along with the nxp Sya
and most definitely, he should not ask for a 772w »n. If the >N2) makes the 772w 'n and asks for
his name, he may answer. Likewise, if he is the only one who can lein, he should do so, but
still, ideally should not be called as one of the o5, which would result in a further pvan. In

both of the above, when he returns to his place, he continues from where he left off.

In which ways is /990 y¥nx3’ more stringent?
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Strictly speaking, in cases where the situation allows for it, one would be allowed to initiate
greetings to one whom he must fear, such as parents, his pnam 19 from whom he has gained the
bulk of his "7 [even if now, he is actually greater than his teacher], a 1711 57 [as opposed to the
ruling of the 7y yn>vw who includes even if he is just greater than himself in wisdom], or a
powerful man, even if a gentile. It goes without saying that a king, even Jewish, or someone who
could inform on him, is included in this. In fact, the n25n 902 writes in the name of nNnSw 290 NN

918y MY, that one could interrupt even to save a loss of money.

If one has been greeted, even if it is not from someone that he must fear, he may return the
greetings; that is, as long he is included in the above list of one that he must honour. The n25n w02
cites a dispute as to whether he may utter a full greeting, or just a single word, like "bv. Moreover,
the noYn 72 consents to the suggestion of the Spwn msnn, that here, Nn>nn>Y one should not
initiate the greetings to someone who is holding 7190 ys¥nxa, such that he will have to answer.
Once again, in all cases, if it is unnecessary to interrupt, as is the case in what is the accepted norm

in modern day society, it would be forbidden to do so.
As for the nwvyTpav o127, the o097 are much the same as for opa9n 2. The differences are:

1. The a2 mwn seems to lean towards not answering yax on the 1572 of one called to the n7m.

2. He should not answer yax to any m>n3, other than those of vwpn Ypn and nban yomwv.

3. On thunder, although the on1ax yn says that one should make the n572, many argue.

4. If he gets p»9n in the middle of the m>a before ynw nxp, he should wait until the end of the
7572 and then put them on with a n572. If he receives the yp>an in the middle of ynw nxp,
however, the o »9 rules that he should put them on immediately, with a 1273, for every
word of ynw nxp has a msn to be read with PYan. [Some o¥poid rule, based on the nM1a Mwn
in vnpo, that he should only make the 1572 of nnY.]As for the mbv, since he will be unable to
make a N573, there is no need to wait and, especially if one is embarrassed to sit without a mbv,
he may put it on even 191 y¥nN3, except for in the middle of the first paragraph of ynw nxp.
[There would seem to be a contradiction in the VPP N72 MWN. See 17V D 3N NN Vav.]

5. As for the person who is called to the 71, he should try to finish the 'p79 that he is holding in,
or at least to reach the end of an yyy. However, if necessary, the »mn for o>w5wN is to go up and
proceed as above with ©p19n pa. On the other hand, the N2 mwn would appear to lean
towards the o nny, in that, no>nnoY, the >Nay should not call him up, even if there is no other
Jn> present. If there in no one else there to be the NP Yya, once again, if possible, he should

try to reach the end of the /pno.

Does this apply even in the middle of a pyva?

The 7y ynbw rules that if necessary, one may interrupt even in the middle of a pyos. However, the
mwn qod, quoted by the on7ax yn, cites a stringent view, that one should not do so, unless he is
holding at the end of an . If he did interrupt, he should go back to the beginning of the pyoa. The
N2 Mmwn and No5N N1 rules that in the case of answering to 1P or NwITP, one can do so, even

in the middle of an yyy; he should then return to the beginning of the pyos.
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Does this apply even in the middle of the first 109 of ynv?

No. The qoy ma rules that between the start of the first pyos and the end of " ow 7713, one should
not interrupt for anything whatsoever. [See the na5n 7w, however, who is not so sure about
between ynw and " ow 12 and possibly even in the middle of "» ow 911.] The Vilna Gaon
qualifies that it has the same 7 as one who is in the middle of nawy Nw. The N2 Mmwn writes
that if he was reading after the third hour of the day, since it is merely reading o>p109, perhaps he

would be able to interrupt even in the first pyos.

As we shall discuss further n»wniya, one may not even pause, between 02>pox and nnK, at the end
of ynw nnp; all the more so, that he may not say anything whatsoever. Although the vy ynow
indicates, and so is the opinion of the Vilna Gaon, that once one has said nnx, he is now considered
to be 'p9n y8nNa, ideally one should try to fulfil those who hold that nnx and 2081 go together and

one should therefore not interrupt between them.

What if a person was reading ynv without the m543?

N KPY 1 writes that if reading ynw for a second time, whilst putting on on 1377 p>»an, one
should not interrupt unnecessarily. However, he can initiate greetings in the middle of a 9, even
to someone he must accord honour. The no%n 7w0a deduces that this is only because he is not
reading to be ¥y the 2vn. However, if one was reading in order to fulfil his obligation, even if it is
without the m>13, such as one who is worried that the latest time will pass before he reaches there
in davening, then all the above o7 apply. Even between the paragraphs, despite the fact that
there are no m>11 to bind them together, it would seem that they have the 71 of o790 ya.

For what can one interrupt n9mt7 ’pyvs?

Although this is not our subject right now, the 2°0>n 982 does mention that one can answer yx to

anything. However, mv 77921 %00 7112 he should not say.

What is the havn with interrupting all other m>54a?

The mwn qo> writes that with all “short m>12’, one may not interrupt even for naa »nY N> AN or
nwitp, for in doing so, he will be severing the ending of the 1272 from the maYm ow at the
beginning. The ns5n 7 w2 adds that, obviously, so too, in a ‘long n572°, one he has said the
concluding "1 NN M3, the same n29n will apply. The o1~ »n is unsure as to whether a person

would have to start over, if he did interrupt.

With all the above ma5n, does the language make any difference?

No. As seen in maon and so is recorded in the on1ax yn, where it is forbidden to interrupt, even
vTpn P and even just one word, adds the ©7n »9, is 79oN. The N2 Mmwn adds that where it is

permitted to speak, even a foreign language would be permitted; such as to say ‘good morning’'.
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