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What is an yIN?

If a person loses one of the 7 close relatives, he becomes an Y until the burial. [There is discussion
as to whether the extra 3 relatives added by the a3, can make him an PIX.] Xn»7INTH, an PN may
not eat ®WTP or NV Iwyn, even after the burial, until the end of the day of death. Subsequently, the
P19 added an exemption from all positive commandments; transgression of nwyn N> msn, even a
Y277, is off-limits, however. This 13 only continues, though, until they begin to cover the coffin
with the earth. Even if this is just a temporary move and they are planning to reinter the body
elsewhere, though it is possible that they will not start the nyaw until the second burial, they

immediately lose the y7 of 1, as soon as the first n71ap has been done.

For example, if he wishes to eat, he does not make any m>13, not before and not after. However, he

must wash, of course without a N33, before eating bread.

He may also not eat meat or wine and must not dine at a table whilst reclining. [The xn cites a v
oIMN, the »wx MmN, who writes that a Tn5n should not eat wine or drink wine, whilst his 29
pNam is waiting there to be buried. The yn>wn 71y notes that this is not the current »n.] The
»m5wy1 adds that he should limit the amount he eats; however, other than a note in the v, this is
not mentioned in the early ©pv19. Nonetheless, the yn>wn 717y writes that he should not indulge in
extras, because, only what is absolutely necessary should be eaten. On the other hand, he writes,
only meat itself is a problem; a meaty »wan is fine. Similarly, only wine, seen as a »yn, is

forbidden; to have a shot of whiskey or a little beer, to ease his pain, however, is perfectly in order.

The Y~ should endeavour to find another house, or at least a different room in which to eat his
meal. If that is not possible, he may set up a kosher ns>’nn [i.e. a sheet 10 o>nav high, tied at the
bottom to stop it flapping, is fine]. If even this is not possible, then he may eat in the vicinity of the
body, but should at least turn his face the other way; otherwise, it appears like he is ignoring his
duty towards, and is mocking, the qv2. The ynbwn 717y maintains if he just wishes to have a small

drink or snack, even nv>nnaY, he may turn his face away.

The 22nn clearly rules like the o7an3, in that no o7 of Mm>»ax [obviously, other than vwnwn] apply
during the time he is an Y. The only restriction is that he may not sit or lie on a bed, even when

turned up the wrong way. The x"n7 does quote a © N v, the opinion of the y'an, who argues
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that, actually, almost all restrictions of m>an apply; this includes washing, anointing, nnnv,
greeting, haircutting and work. Y7n did not forbid shoes and leaving the house, for, on the

contrary, they urge the )~ to arrange the nap.

If the 9% wants to perform a m¥n, may he do so?

»¥1 and the 07any, who understand the reason for the exemption to be similar to that of the ynn
[i.e. a preoccupied state of mind], both stipulate that if he so wishes, the Y~ may do the mun.
However, mavin and other o»mwxA cite the »nbw1, which explains the rationale to be based on

either the honour, or the needs, of the deceased. As such, the choice does not lie with the .

According to the n»anA, since the !n5v17> does not provide a conclusive decision as to whether the
issue is the 725 of the nn, or his needs for N7112p, one may be lenient and, as long as he has others to
see to the burial details, he may perform the msn. Although the Ty yn5w in ©»n Nx cites the
ANy, saying that one need not object to one who wishes to follow the n»axy [especially since
according to »w1 and the o7any, in all cases, he may be nnn, if he wants to], still, the 57v
writes that this is not the prevalent »mn. So too, in nyT N, there is no mention of this x>y and, the

DINN concur, so is the navn.

As such, not only does he not make m>92 on his food, but others should not be »%m him either
and he should not even answer yx to the m>12 of others; moreover, if he does make a 153, they

should not answer x.

However, if there are no other @Yax and he has other people to see to the nap arrangements, the
o7 »9 and the ©»nn 7717 both allow him to go to shul to say v1p, since this will give honour to
the deceased. [This follows the v, later in 77pv y'yv Y0, who says that if not for the prohibition

to perform msn, he may say v7p before the burial. The q9oon mTp) disagrees.]

What is the y>7 if he is in the middle of a #5932 when he hears the tragic news?

This is subject to a big np1onn; the apy maw and the o7& nnon rule that he should complete the
nvan. Others say he should stop where he is. There are those who compromise, writing that he
should just finish the 1572 he is in the middle of. [See the vpv mawn »yw. Does this have anything

to do with the above npnn between »w7 and maon? What do you think?]

The best thing is to avoid the issue; namely, do not inform him of the news until after he has
finished davening. Moreover, the Yn7 »10n advises that, if he has not yet started davening, unless

necessary, let him first put on y»an and daven.

What if the 1% cannot arrange the n9ap?

—
| —



Generally speaking, he loses his status of being an . Let us look at a few cases in hand:

1.

If the N is in prison, making it impossible for him to be involved, he does not gain the status
of an Mx. The on w21 goes further, saying that if he is in a different town [and, according to
movmn, possibly even if he is in the same town] and there are relatives in the vicinity of the 109
to see to the organisation, he does not become an . However, the vy 05w rules like the
v, who argues. The ynown 717y writes that this is the final n55n and, as such, if one receives a
message that his relative has been V2, he should observe m»N, until, according to his
estimation, the time of the n1ap. [However, as we shall soon see n»wniya, it would seem that
according to the ynown Ty, himself, if there is a Xv>Tp X712 in the town of the 709, this relative
never becomes an PN. ]

So too, if the nn is being held in prison and is not being released for burial, since the relatives
do not know when they will be able to do the n7ap, they do not become omx. If it is ransom
money that is the issue, then they do not start the nyaw either, since there is still hope that the
officials will accept a plea bargain. [If, as in the case of waiting for the registrar, they know
exactly when the nmap will be, the X712 y71 rules that they become o»x immediately, even if
the nmap will not be for a few days.] If, however, it is clear that the body will not be released,
then the nyaw and o>wbw begin from the moment they give up hope of getting the remains back;
likewise, in the case where the body has been lost and they have lost hope of finding the
remains.

If the town has its own xv>71p X120, then once the 9V has been handed over to them, even if it
has not actually left the house, the ©5ax immediately lose their status as o). According to
this, nowadays, when, from the word go, the xv>1p x7an do almost everything, it would seem
that the whole y71 of m»x does not apply. The yn>wn 1y, therefore, is wnn that the above y+1
only applies where the 902 is being buried out of town and the relative is not going with. If,
however, it will take place in the town, then even the relatives who remain behind in the
house, retain the status of an I until after the n1ap. He reports that this was the prevalent
custom in his part of the world. However, the n71a mwn deals with the question differently;
namely, as long as there is an issue of nnn 7115, such as deciding the burial spot or the o>1avn,
they retain the status of an Y, until after the nap. If the nn is being taken to a different town
for burial, if it is a couple of days journey [or, at least more than one day, writes the yno>wn 7vy],

they do not get the y7 of an Y~ until it reaches the town; if it is nearby, it sets in immediately.

In light of the above, what is the 17 of naw and 2yv 01?

The Ny spells out that, on mw, he is freed of all o7 of MmN, and as such, must keep all myn; the

one exception is the msn of ny. We follow the nnp nn, who, as explained by most o»wxA, hold
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that not only is there no 2yn, but it is also strictly forbidden to be involved in such an action, whilst
the nn is waiting to be buried. Similarly, the onyax yn forbids learning, something which gladdens
the heart; the M2 517 and others disagree [although he writes that perhaps on the second night
of 210 oy, it would be forbidden. However, the y»sn 9yw writes that even this, is not so clear.]
However, " x7pn 0w and maon that an Yax may learn, the ynb>wn 71y permits, even according to
the oniax pn. Also, the n»a spells out that even on naw, he should be observing the 0»7 of eating
his meal in the presence of the nn. However, he may, though not obligatory, eat meat and drink

wine; the m73, as well as all other nban, however, writes the 77v, are a must.

As for wp, this is dependent on the aforementioned nponn between the v and 77w, as to
whether v7p should be said before the nnap. Of course, if he has Yarzheit for someone else, the
V>N N2 writes that, on nav, as opposed to during the week, he may say it. If he is the regular mbv
My, the \nbwn Ty paskens that, unless there is no one to take his place, he should not daven at

the Mny; likewise, writes the on1ax n, he should not be called to the mn.

Although the 170 advises one to rely on the yn to read ynw nx>7p before nacht, since the onyax n
and n11 "9N disagree, the 77172 Mmwn makes a compromise, advising the yx-to-be, to read it before
mv >r¥n, without the m>1a. He should definitely not daven the nawy nnv, for, by definition, the

weekday nwy mmw means that it is 5n; in that case, he should not be davening.

As it approaches evening, if one is planning to walk to the edge of the nav on, in order to be
ready to travel on nmaw >n¥m, then, from the moment he begins to walk, he gains the status of an
Px. The o7 »n adds that the same would apply in a place where the o~a3 sit, after nnin of mav, to

discuss the mmap.

On the first day of 210 ov, if he is planning to use gentiles to bury the 202 and they are available,
then he immediately has the y+1 of an Y. [This follows the M2 mwn and Y0 9yv, as opposed to
the ©Tn »9, who seems to say that, as long as the o>y is available, he will become an Y, even if
he doesn’t want to use them.] Otherwise, it is as above. On the second day, even if he does not wish
to do the n1ap, the oman yn rules that, as long as he could do the nap, it has the status of 5y and

he is an Y for all purposes.

On 970 night, the 52990 07NN writes, he should listen to the N7 n from someone else. However, if
there is no one else present, there is no question that he should recite it, himself. [This is the pva of
the ynown 7Ty. However, the n7112 mwn does not even include the words of 92191 o79nn, since
there are those who question the poa of the ovnn. During myn n1>9v, the X112 y7) writes that in

order not to miss a day, he may just say the day, matter-of-factly; of course, without a n>92.]

If, however, he cannot bury the dead, for example due to a non-Jewish festival, or, adds the o »n,

if the oN2) required to help with the nmap arrangements, will not be available until after davening,
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then until the time when things could proceed, he does not become an y~. Likewise, at night, even
of »w 210 DY, since it is not general practice to bury at night, according to most [see 10 in X"nW O
and onHax pn in N7ppn Y, as opposed to the 77v], he may make vWvpp and continue as normal.
[Although there are those who side with the 77, since the on7ax yn and most other o»NX agree
with the 170, the m7172 mwn follows his pos. The ynbwn 77y adds that if they decide to bury at night,
then, obviously, the relatives become o immediately.] On weekdays, however, whether by day
or by night, whether the o>~x2) are available or not, the o1 of m»x totally apply; T¥wn 5 is no

different to a normal weekday.

Should the 9% daven after the 7912p? Should he daven twice at the next nban?

If the burial takes place early enough, then, as soon as they begin to throw the earth on the coffin,
the o5an should go to the bnx to daven. If time allows, he should daven in the correct order. If it is
already nearing the end of the third seasonal hour of the day, he should immediately say ynw
without the m>72 and then daven from the beginning. If it is nearing the end of the fourth hour, he
should skip whatever is necessary from N7 P09, according to the order of precedence, in order
to ensure that he reaches nwy mmw within the time. The o»nn 777 writes that, ynv NP and their

m573, he should not skip, however, even if he will miss the fourth hour for mwy nnv.

If the fourth hour has already passed, he may still daven the mwy mmw, until msn. As for the rest
of the nYan, the omMax n holds that one may no longer say the majority of 9\nwn m>13; except m>om2
N0 and the m>92 of " »wy Nov, all of which may be said the whole day. He reasons that, since
he never had an obligation to say them in the morning, there is no reason to say them later on.
[The nma mwn adds that, if he only became an )~ after 9nwn mby, then he did have a avn to say
2Nwn M572 at some point in the morning, and should, in this case, do so even after the fourth hour.]
Although there are those who argue, we apply here the rule of Ypn m>72 pav. With regard to m>n2
ypw Nxp, the n77a mwn leans towards allowing it, just like the 1 of nYwy Mnw. The N7 *pIoY,

one most definitely can say.

Once msn has passed, he may no longer daven [accept the m>72 above mentioned]. As to whether
he should make pmbwn at nnn time, it depends on whether he ever had a avn to daven. In other
words, if the time of death was after daybreak, the earliest possible time for n»nv, then, since there
was a time of avn, the nNa1mm Y17, in nyT N, and others, rule that he should make ymbwn.
[Although there are those who argue, and so is the ruling of the ynb>wn 91y, making it dependent
on his status at the ytv 919, the 7712 Mmwn shares the above poa.] If, however, the nmn occurred

before the onset of the nban yn3, there is no need for ymbwn.
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[The nwn7, as explained by the 77w, understands that, since he was exempt during the time of
NV, this is not 'onN’ but 109, and, as such, has nothing to do with pmb>wn. Subsequently, writes
the nv7, the same would apply to one who is busy with 72°% »598, who is therefore exempt from
nvan. However, the 170 maintains that this is 'o»N, for only when the person is free to daven and is
held back by the mn, does it have nothing to do with ymbwn. Here, though, he is allowed to pray,

just the circumstances are stopping him from doing so. The ynbwn 717y sides with the nv»71.]

The nnsn took place on maw. What happens with nbvan?

Since the PN is exempt on navw >Ny, he may eat without nb7an. After the nap, there is a npwonn
DWNI as to whether he should make n>7an. On the one hand, the my»n of Nn>7an may be performed
until Tuesday night [bar the m>7a on the 73 and onwa]. As such, the »manvymn ornn argues, that
following the n1ap, he should make n>7an. However, the v sides with those who understand,
that following naw >n¥w, the ability to make n>7an, is pmbwn. Hence, here, since he was exempt,

there is no pmbwn. The 7y ynow rules like the first opinion.

Should the y9x bentch after the n91ap»? What if he has already bentched?

The n25n 701 cites the opinion of the o»nn 717 that if he is still satiated, he should bentch after the
burial. Similarly, if he has not yet made 1% 9wx, he may do so after the burial; assuming, qualifies
the no5n 703, that he does not need to be excused once again. The yno>wn Ty, however, disagrees;
he argues that if at the time of eating or being excused, he was not 2n, he does not make the 122

later.

When it comes to ynv, if an PIX read it, 7N NPy >3 writes that he must read again. We want to
know the y771, not of P10y, but repeating m>7a. If an Yx made No7an, the P »o 27N] MPRN DN
rules that he should not repeat it, after the n1ap; this is based on a number of reasons. Amongst

them, are:

1. The opinion of »»v7 and 0”an", that if he wishes, he may perform any msn.

2. Even according to maomn, it is a P77 Pov as to what the reason for the 1o is. [See also the
above mentioned view of the n»axy.] With the nw7p x1an, it is highly questionable whether,
nowadays, strictly speaking, the ©>»7 of & apply and we should definitely be able to say pao
SPNY PaIT.

3. We have the v"x7 who holds that there is no ynbwn for nb7an, anyway.

[It would seem that the first two arguments are enough reason to rule that any pa17 1573, at least,
if made whilst an N, should not be repeated after the nap. The question is whether yn N2

which can be xn»x7 is different or do we say that that the question of whether he may be
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stringent upon himself, whilst an W, is definitely only pa171? However, together with the
additional argument of the yn>wn 7y who maintains that there is no 'pnown after the nnap
anyway, it would seem that he should not bentch again. If at all possible, he should try to eat more

bread, so that he will definitely be able to bentch.]

The )9« is supposed to be entering his son into the %N oh9ax v n*93 today;
what should he do?

The v brings a 81n7 in 7 21> who rules that before the burial, he will not be able to make the ns12
and, as such, the nmap should take place first. If this is impossible, then the 170 rules that we follow
the ruling of the 5'wann and the nYn comes first; in this case, the pMo should make the no13,

instead of the father.

A non-relative who is guarding the 9v93, does he have the status of an 1x?

No. However, even on a ship, [like the xnp 8 of our xm), who rules that nnw from mice is
necessary even on a ship], even if he is outside of the nmx 7 of the body, he is exempt from, and is
not allowed to read ynv and all other msn, due to the rule of, NM¥NHN 2 Vs Myna pown . If there are

two people doing nnv, they should alternate, allowing one another to go read ynv and daven.

Likewise, if he is busy digging a grave, he is exempt from the myn of ynw nx>p; even, adds the y,
when he takes a break, since he is doing so, in order to rest and reserve his mm». Again, if there are
two digging together and they are not both needed at one time [explains the qoy 11, such as when
digging a catacomb], then one should dig, whilst the other goes to perform the msn of ynv; they
should then switch.
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Mocking the Poor Man
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If a /9% is passing, must one join?

The x) warns that if one sees a nn, and does not accompany it, at least for 4 mnx, explains the
MY W27 PNRoN, he transgresses waY mwo; the 1w adds that he is deserving of »1, banishment. The
n2wn NN cites the »ox P that if there is not 1578 52, then, one is obligated to join the /5, all the

way to the nmmapn ma.

What is considered to be within the vicinity of a »», for performance of msn?
There are three opinions:

1. The n7a holds that outside four mnx of a nn, is completely “nmn.

2. The v agrees that y1n 9poyn, the n»a is right. However, out of concern that one may come to,
unknowingly, enter the mnx 1, one should not perform any msn within the area designated
for mnap; outside of this, is completely “mmn.

3. The on4ax pn, as interpreted by the Spwn nsnn and Vilna Gaon, goes along with the 17v; only,
he holds that within the m apn noa [either the walls of the mnapn m3, or, if there is no wall, the

area designated for burial], it is not a NN, but the strict letter of the law forbids the
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performance of msn therein, even if it is outside of the mnx 7 of a 7ap. [See the n25n 7 wa in
7" Yo for the o71In »9’s interpretation of the on1ax Pn, suggesting that one should be 9 nnn
within mmx 7 of the edge of the m apn m3, and the problem with it. ]

The n11a mwn concludes that it doesn’t seem likely that we should follow the onnax yn; especially,
in light of the o1 »9’s question as to how one can ever say vwp in a mapn na. However, within
the area where there are actually oMap [i.e. not the land just designated for future omap], we
should be stringent, even outside 4 mnx of any grave. In truth, though, one should not enter
within the walls of the mMapn ma, wearing yp»an or m¥s hanging out, for concern that he may
unwittingly run into the problematic zone. If there is a n¥’nn surrounding the mnapn m3, then,

writes the 77y 05w, even within mnx 7 of a 72p, is no problem.

What is the rule for y9%9n?

As long as nothing is showing, even the my¥9, adds the v, there is no issue of v »; mocking
the deceased. Therefore, for the 7 Y, just ensure that the straps around the fingers are covered

over. The wx1 Sv should either be removed, or covered.

What is the 7 of noxr8?

From the x93, it would appear that, as long as the m¥y are not dangling down on the graves,
there is no mox. However, the my 137 >nbn write that this was only so in past times, when their
clothes had four corners and were not made especially for the myn. As for us, though, we may not
have our m¥y showing. The qoy ma confirms that, as long as the strings are tucked away and are
not showing, there is no need to take the garment off, even if he is wearing it on top; seemingly,
even a )T MYy, despite its ma>wn [unlike the o7 »9]. To just tie the strings of two corners

together, achieves nothing.

Although the 7y ynbw writes that only in places where the »mn is to remove the s from the T2
of the V9, do the undertakers have to cover their m¥y, the consensus of the ©»9nN, such as the
on1ax Pn and the Vilna Gaon, is like the vxy, who writes that, even if the nn has moxy, there is

still a concern of w15 WY, since he is no longer commanded in the mxn.

Does this apply to the grave of a woman or yvp?

The Yo 0 writes that, since they were not obligated in the above myn during their lifetime, there
can’t be v1Y 5. The noy disagrees. The n7a mwn, cites the n11 »ox and o7 M9, who are ponn;
namely, a yop may have the nowy of a Y11 from a previous Y1) and, as such, there may be a

problem of w1 w15>. However, with a woman, there is no concern.

What if one read ynv within mnx /1 of a grave?

It is forbidden to read ynv, say v1p or any other nwTpaw 0»a7 within mnx 1 of the 1ap. However,
the nv7 allows P70 P17y, since this is nHN T13; he continues that, Yow 95 to speak NN ™27 for the
125 of the nn, is permitted. [See ‘Speaking in Proximity of Deceased’.] The ynbwn 717y adds that this
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is the reason people say various m»nn and 0*>»>nn by a nn or 12p; namely, it is meant for the ppon

of his nnwi and, he concludes, ‘it is hard to be Svan a »nn’.

If he did read ynv, the o7an rules, that he must repeat it. Although the 77ax> challenges this ©yp,
the o» NN write that, for ynv, one must be wwin for the nvvw of the 07any. The o> » 9 is unsure
as to whether he should repeat the m>92 of ynw. For all other m592 or nbam, one should not repeat
them. [However, if he was outside of mnx '7, it would seem that he should definitely not be wwin
for the above mentioned m mn and would not repeat any m>13; perhaps, even for ynw nxop itself,

he can rely on the xp>90 pav; the combination of the aforementioned n7a and the 77ax1 here.]

People, going to daven at 0sp>7% ’9ap for reprieve from an n9¥ ny, want to take a
7991 990 with. May they do this?

The x7n) writes that one must not take a 771 790 and read within mnx 7 of a 7ap. Tosafos points
out that, obviously, even without the 190, it is forbidden to recite ©p9 in the vicinity of the nn.
Although the 0 holds that the prohibition to bring a N7 n 999, is independent of the reading, the
nwn »nn9, challenges him. He backs up his position with support from the xmm2a y7. [However,
the ynbwn 1y maintains, based on the terminology of the 07ana and the vy 0oy, that the vv is
correct.] In the above case, however, on other grounds, the xTma y11) strongly advises against
taking the mn 190; namely, if it has a 5109, the vy1pn 7M1 warns of serious repercussions. How can

we be confident of the m~w> of any of our NN »9v, he asks?

If one needs to transfer the bones of a nn, may he sit on them, for security?

Generally, he may not just sit on them, for this is a yt3; rather, he may place them in a bag, over
his back. In a wagon, writes the ynbwn 71y, he should place them at his side. However, if it is for

the security of the nn, it is permitted to sit on them.

What about a 790 999?
It would seem that there is a three-way npyonn in the omwx:

According to mavin, it is exactly the same as the bones of the nn.

2. The 073m4 would seem to agree in the case of 0>23. However, where there is no such concern,
he must carry it in his lap, opposite his heart; not over his back.

3. The 4794 agrees with the second part of the 07ann. However, in cases of danger, he may not sit

on it; he may only place it over his back.

The 71y ynow would seem to follow the lines of the o7am. However, the n»a is nnn like the a7,
even with other ©19v. The 7w concludes that it is most praiseworthy, where possible, to be “nnn
for mmnn 1a5. However, where it proves impossible, one may rely on the 0”7any and even sit on top
of the ©19v. The Jn>wn 77y warns how careful a person must be; if he is travelling in a wagon, he
should have an yIx in which he can put it. Alternatively, he may place it on a shelf, at least in line

with where he is sitting; but y'n to put it on the floor underneath him.
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