Obligation of Women and Children in

Davening
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What is the obligation of women in davening?

According to the o7am), the actual obligation of nYam is NN y and requires of one to make a
single nwpa daily; thus, it is not really time-bound and women are obligated. [See further the
My w21 Pndn.] The onnan pn goes further to suggest, that it may well be that the a1 never added
to the Torah-obligation of a woman, and with this, he justifies the custom of many women to

suffice with one nvpa in the morning.

According to others, such as the y72117, who maintain that the whole ms»n is ya71n, and, as such,
from its inception, it is a time-bound msn, the reason for a woman’s obligation is that which they
are also in need of ©n"; as such, there is no reason to exempt women from davening mwy nnny,
other than in 2>yn, which, truly, was, at least in the past, an ‘optional” nvan. The majority opinion
concurs with this view. As for qon, the N9y writes that do not need to daven it; the o) o,

however, disagrees.
Turning to other areas of nban:

1. anwn ma9a - Although it may depend on whether they are subject to time-limitations, the mwn
1772 leans more towards saying that they have the same obligation as men.
2. 1911 PI0 - PN NXDPY 110 writes that they were instituted for nbam, and, subsequently, women

are obligated. [However, the 270 7y ynbv disagrees; the s qyw leaves him as ypy 71¥.]
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3. wynw moap - Since it is time-bound, they are exempt. However, they should say, at least, the
first ;oo of ynw. [The o»py Ny adds the line of » ow 717a. There are opinions that this also
includes the whole first paragraph.] Though the n»a writes that this is obligatory [and, so
would seem to be the implication of the 7y 5N, the source of the 7], the majority of opo
write that, as is implied from the Ty ynbv, it is highly recommended; but not avn.

4. 258 X n992 - The onmiax pn writes that the XN IXT MY of DN NNOY NPT is not time
bound, and, as such, women are obligated to say this n272. {In the evening, they must say nnx
MmNy and »own, an extension of the N5 N).] This would mean that they must be n5Ny 7m0
nvanb. However, the 0109 and apy> nww argue that their 2vn may only be ya9711. The nmnv
»N goes further, in order to justify the practice of the many women who do not say the n22;
he reasons that, even if the N5y of the night is Torah-mandated, there are two distinct muyn,
one by day and, the other, by night. It follows that each one, is 81273 1. [The 772 mwn in o

1'p, however, only mentions the omyax yn, suggesting that this is his final opinion.]

The 72 mwn concludes that, no matter what, a woman may create for herself a 2vn, by accepting
to daven what she wishes. [However, it is well worth noting that a woman who is completely
preoccupied with the msn of caring for the children, may be exempt, based on the principle of
MNNN 0 NV My pown; the son of the o»n \an testifies that, in his youth, he rarely saw his
mother daven, since his saintly father had given her the above exemption.] One myn that she may

not fulfil, even if she so wishes, is that of p>>an.

What is a child’s obligation?

The mwn writes that a child is exempt from ynw. According to »#v9, this refers even to a child who
has reached the age of 7n. [The na5n 7w0a adds that this exemption includes the m>92 of ynw too.
Note that, no matter what, a father should still teach him, at the first opportunity, the pyoa of ynw
o8] The on way argues, though, that once he has reached the age of Twn, the father must
educate him in this msn; this means, to read it in the right time and with all the m>72. Although
the strict nobn follows »v, one should try to fulfil the opinion of the on wa9; so writes the jn>w
. According to the n”a, once the child reaches 12 years of age, even >v1 agrees that he is 2 nn;

thus, n25n5, one must be pnn him at that stage.

As for nbam, there is definitely a 2vn to be 73 the child. However, one need not, and, moreover,

should not withhold food from him, prior to davening.

Can a woman be X*¥1m a man for Pinn ns9a?

The &) leaves the question, of whether a woman’s obligation is Xn»NTn or »217Tn, unresolved.

Although there are plenty of o»wny who write, conclusively, that it is xn» T, the Ty nbw
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follows the view of maoin, the o7any and others, who hold that it remains a pav. As such, the 1w
rules that if the man has eaten his full, making his obligation Xn»9N7, a woman may not be n>%m

the man, even if she makes mention of n7m n13, for worry that her avn is only paym.

On the other hand, if a woman is unsure as to whether she has bentched, the n112 mwn rules that,
seeing as there are so many 0w~ who rule that she is obligated n1nn o, if she chooses to follow
the 555 of x1mNY Xn»INT Pav and bentch again [siding with the 0»9x 9yw and o718 »n and ignoring

the ruling of 1N NPy »27, the qoy »372 and the o 10 »9], ‘she has not lost’.

May a yop be x°¥mn his father?

The mwn rules that a father must be 7ann his son, even if he has only eaten a m>, making the
whole obligation to bentch, »a771. Obviously, if the father has eaten his full, the son may not be
N him, since his obligation is only one of T3n and can never be xn»7. [Likewise, he may not
be »¥8m a woman, for concern that hers may be a xn» w7 arn.] If the father only ate a m,
however, then, at least in the case where the son was satiated, he may cover his father’s 377 2vn of
N no73, if the elder does not know how to bentch. If the child only ate a m1, there is a nponn
owWX) as to whether he may still be ¥ his father who has eaten the same amount; the mwn

17112 rules that one should be ~nnn.

A woman has made wy1p. May she do so again, in order to be X*¥1 a man?

The xmy deduces from the wpn of 9mwb Mot that women are obligated in the nxm» T msn of
viTP, exactly like men. As such, the vy 0>y, along with the majority of o'po9 [unlike the n7a and
orwann], pakens, that, strictly speaking, a woman may be x>¥1m a man. However, the N2 "9~ warns
that nonn3Y, for reasons of my»s, she should not make vy1p for people other than members of her

family.

Now that we have shown that she has a xn»~7 2vn to make vvpp, we may then say that she is
included in the ma1y »»7 for vyPp and may make vwpp for her husband. This is the opinion of »"
N Xpy [unlike the N2391 Y17 who understands that a woman is never included in maay to be
oy others; his only doubt is whether there is ma9y for others to be x> her. If not, then, even if
the husband has not made vwp on a v but has done so in davening, how can he be %1 his
wife, who has a xn»~7 29n? The naYn 02 questions X Xpy 27's idea of her saying, “Good

Shabbos”, since the 07an" requires naw and vyTp. See also the o> 1 9]

May a jvop be X*81 a woman?
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Since this is a XNn»INT MsN, even a thirteen year old may not be X% a man or woman; we do not
rely on the npn that he has been nyyw 'a nan. However, she may recite along, even with a young
op, word by word, having intention not to be x¥y with his vvpp; rather, she will, essentially, be
making vy herself. In order to make matters easy, she should ensure to have a cup of wine in
her own hand and not rely on the yop for this, either. [See the nobn 701 for alternative ways to do
it.]

If she has davened 2>yn, then the 2n of ©1dN Yy vITP is only »Nav1n; in which case, the 13 year old
may be N her, just like he may be n%1 a man, in this case. As to whether a yop may recite the
vITP, the N132791 Y137 maintains that he may, at least if he has not davened, whilst the naw noomn is

stringent, even if the yop has not davened.

Are women and children obligated in the nisn of htmn?

Yes.
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