Shema and Burying the Dead
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At a /Y, who is 909 from ynv NN*9p and nYan?

Anyone who is needed to carry the coffin is exempt from ynw nx>1p, even if he reckons that there is
enough time in which to read before it reaches his turn, since he may be called upon earlier than
expected. Practically, in a place where there is a group of people whose job is to carry the coffin, all
of them are mva. In a place where this is not the case, those who are standing close to the coffin,
who are, therefore, likely to be honoured with the msn, are 19, whilst everyone else is 2»n. It is
true that according to many, ©7Ton M) is a N NINT M¥N [see MY 127 >PRoN and NN DYTIN MO
1pv], but reading ynw does not hamper the msn of simply walking alongside the nn [especially, as
pointed out by the ynbwn 1y, since the strict myn is only to walk mnx 7 with the nn]. The Ty
Nown writes that it seems obvious that, if there are sufficient people to carry the nn, who have
already read ynv, they should relieve the others who have not done so, from carrying the 7, so

that they can go off to be o»pn the myn of ynv.
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However, all present are exempt from nbam, since it is only 1377 and requires standing still for
quite a time; time that is not available. [This follows the explanation of the o7amy in the mwn, in
which, he rules that those who are no longer needed for the coffin, are no different to those who
never were required to carry it. See the 770, who explains, seemingly based on the other omwx»,
the mwn as we have it. As such, the qo» ma learns that he would have obligated the ©»5n in nban
too. However, in the 7y ynby, he clearly follows the o7am. Interestingly enough, the yn5>wn 7y in
nyT MY seems to side with the 710, requiring the 01"n to daven. However, in 0»n N, he clearly

writes like the vy ynbv.]

Thus, even if the yav of NYan passes, there is no need for pmbwn. [This is in accordance with most
op.19; unlike the 0. Refer to ‘Laws of Onen’. If the mY wrongly started after daybreak but prior

to people davening, it would seem that, in this case, there would be a need for pmb>wn.]

It is getting close to night. Should one wait for 2>9ym before doing the ’»5?

The nxmy says that, other than for an 23wn o7 [which does not apply nowadays], one should not
begin a nMap unless one will finish before the onset of ynw nxp 3. There is a debate in the »11on
My w17, and subsequently in the opo1y, as to whether this applies to 2>9yn as well, even though
one has the whole night for ynw nxop. Although the 77y \n5w seems to make no differentiation, the
consensus is to be more lenient, in light of the fact that if one waits until after sunset, he will lose

the nwy myn of burying on the same day.

If, however, it has already reached night, since [according to the final noYn] one has the whole
night before he transgresses the negative commandment not to leave the body overnight, then the
7 is definitely the same as in the morning; namely, allow enough time for the coffin-bearers and

the majority of the community to have davened.

If they miscalculated, should they interrupt the n9ap in order to read ynv?

No; once they have started the "5, even wrongly, even after it has already reached the yat for ynw
and even if there will not be time to say ynv after the mb. It is important to note that this refers to
those who are needed to deal with the body. However, those who are just accompanying the nn,
should read immediately, even if there is still plenty of time ahead in which to read, after the

nMap.

However, during the 07900 [namely, the ones prior to the nMap], if the nn is not actually in the
immediate vicinity, they should all read ynw and daven. [See the 70 and qo» »3, that the y790
should interrupt his 7avn. As to whether he, himself, is now obligated to read ynv, see the qoy 2

and the 27pv 7v.] In accordance with m»x maYn, the yx should sit in silence and not answer to
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any of the m>13; he should be P7yn the y7, asking Hashem to close up the breaches within 555
98w with mercy, but he should not mention the fact that he really deserves far more punishment,

in accordance with the dictum, Yowb ns Nnan Y.

If the nn is present, they should then slip out, one at a time, to read ynv and, according to some,
including the 71y ynbv, daven. However, as for the person delivering the 7ovn, the n772 Mmwn says
that he may definitely rely on the 0»pn for nban, especially since there are those who hold that he
does not need to even read ynv. [Some say that in the case of a T7oon delivered after the nmap, it

should be interrupted for ynw nx1p and nban.]

After the burial, should he read ynv?

They are now going to return to comfort the mourners. As explained by the x72v>7, in the eyes of
omn, from the moment the nMap is completed, the people present are now involved in the mxn of
oYax 0. As such, only if there is sufficient time to read at least the first p109 of ynw [obviously,
unless time if running out, whilst standing still], then he should read as much as he can, before

reaching the place where they will comfort the mourners.

However, if they are approaching the ynw nxp yav g0 and there will not be enough time to
perform the msn afterwards, the x7n7 rules that, in this case, they should read immediately. [The
onMax P explains that he has not actually started the msn of @Yax o), perhaps arguing with the
aforementioned x72v>1.] On the other hand, many disagree with this. [This may depend on
whether o>1on M) is actually a complete xn»x7. Do we say msnn yn 7:w0a msna pown, even if

the first is 217 and the second is Xn»INT? See 77pL NN DTN 9 and NI9N NN

Whilst standing around the o%ax, only those who can actually see the mourners carry the
exemption of ynw nxp. [We do not pasken like xmn> ), and, therefore, it makes no difference
whether they are related or not and as to what their motive is, in being there. According to the
MY W17 PN, and, as we have explained the 77ax3, only those who are likely to be amongst those

who can see the o*vax, do not start the ynv, on the way back to the nw.]
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