Speaking in Proximity of the Deceased
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Within mnx /4 of the deceased, what is permitted to discuss?

To talk n7m »a7, is most definitely forbidden, for it mocks the 902 who is no longer able to fulfil
this most valuable msn. If the N7 ™27 pertain to the deceased, at least ultimately leading to the
praise and eulogising him or her, the prevalent »mn is to permit this. [It should be noted however,
that the Taz strongly criticises those who use the opportunity to display their knowledge of n7mn

and oratory skills, under the false claim that the words are intended to honour the deceased.]

This is based on the opinion of the n”n7 and other ©»wx1 who share the view that anything done
for the m1>5 of the nn does not contravene w15 »15; mocking the deceased. On the contrary, it acts to
honour and benefit his cause. For this reason, they built a n2>v> by the grave of »pwn. [maoin and
the wny disagree with this assertion and would seem to hold that any words of n7n mock the
inability of the nn to accrue more my¥m nn. In the case of »pin, the N2>w> was set up outside of the

mnx 7 of the grave. ]

According to the n7a, even worldly matters should not be discussed within the four cubits. This
stringency does not seem to be the majority opinion, and definitely would not appear to be the

prevailing custom.

Is there any restriction outside of the mnx /4?

This is a matter of much debate between the ©»wny and continues through to the oo»inx.
According to the 9, as understood by mavwmn, there is no prohibition whatsoever. This is the
position of the Vilna Gaon. However, according to our version of the v”x7 and so is quoted in the
7 and understood as the intent of the 71y N>y, the prohibition to speak n7n »a7 applies even
outside of the four cubits. This is also the opinion of the n”a. However, other matters are most

definitely permitted.

What is the status of the room in which the qv9) lies?

Even if one stand outside of the mnx 7, as long as he is in the same room, he must keep to the

restrictions of the mnx 7.
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