The Brochos of Shema
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What is the first n1593 of ynv nx*9p?

In the morning, one says 7 7¥». One should pay special attention to make a slight break between
the above said words. When saying them, one kisses the 7 v nYan, and upon reciting *7vn M2y,
one kisses the wx1 Yv nYan. There are various other ©»11p7 in the terminology of the n>73, many
which depend on one’s family or shul »n. [See the 2v>n 982 and n2wn »yvw at the beginning of

V773 2°0. ]

In the evening, the nN>72 is ©>37y 2y1n 11272 9WN. One should pause slightly between "5 ypaa
and the following, 'm»> o» NMay. Once again, the n7Ma2 Mwn mentions other differences,

dependent on the nown to which one is accustomed.

What is the second n54a?

The &) has some discussion as to whether the second n572 opens with ‘05 manx’ or 'naa manx'.
The o, based on his X0 in the X3, sides with the first option. This is quoted by the qoy na
and subsequently is the »mn of many sects. However, the 0»~) make a compromise, saying that in
the morning, one says n27 nanx and in the evening, 05w nany; this is the »m» amongst the HNowx »a.
The disagreement is only with regard to the opening words of the 1573, but all agree that the main
body is different to the evening blessing. Nonetheless, if one recited the evening o>y nanx in the

morning, the N2 mwn rules that one need not repeat anything.

What is the third ns4a?

In the morning, it is 22¥» NNN, a 1272 in which we recall the miracles and o*1on that n7apn did for
us at 030 oY, As warned by mavin, the fifteen mnwh of praise refer to 'mn 9277 that follows;
not the n»ow, about which we have no permission to sing too much praise. In this 1513, the »nbw
writes that, it must include a mention of §© 0> Ny P ,M25N 08N NN and MO NN, [See the

7712 MWN in 0 10 as to whether this is 82159

In the evening, we recite mMNY NNX, an expression of our Mmx of what is yet to come.
Alternatively, we are stating the amazing mwx with which n7apn looks after our mnw) at night; we

receive them back in a renewed and reinvigorated state.

If one said the one for the morning in the evening, or vice-versa, if he has not yet concluded the

1973, the oTx »n writes that he should simply continue on from the beginning of the correct n>9a.
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If, however, he has already said Hashem’s Name in the concluding n>3, it is too late for

corrections and he should not worry for the n592 counts.

If one was lacking on time and realised that he would be unable to read ynw nxp, the 87107 writes
that he should stop at the end of ynw nxp and leave the ensuing n592 until he is ready to daven
the mwy mmv; in this way, he will at least be nban> n5Ny 7m0. In response to the omax pn's
surprise, the "ow 9m explains that the x7n1 is talking of one who did not realise that he would run
out of time and found himself stuck, as he neared the end of ynv. Of course, one who realises from
the outset that his time was limited, should only recite ynw and then later, repeat the ynw with the

m573, along with the mwy nnnw.

What happens if a person gets the order of the m5493 mixed up?

The order of the m»72 does not matter. In fact, even if one recited 23 nnX before ynw NP, or he
said all the mo7a after ynw nnp, or better still, he said them all after the nban, he has still fulfilled

the mxn. If he recited only one 1513, the N2 Mwn states that he has, at least, been xx1 that n57a.

nUYa, we are yet to see, that na5n>, even if one omitted the m272 completely, he has still been
Ny his myn of yow nnop; albeit, that it is not in the most fitting fashion. Hence, according to the
1251, when the 1) writes that one who does not recite 2% nnx in the morning, and X NHX in

the evening, has not fulfilled his obligation, this does not refer to the avn of ynw nxp.

Still, if one did not recite the no72 of 2% NN after ynw NP, the qov »1a advises that when he

decides to make it up, he should ideally precede it with the recitation of ynw nxp.

Correcting Mistakes in Brochos
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In the morning one began 0’39y 2%9¥1 19372 9UNX ... /NN 7192 and then caught his

mistake; what should he do?
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The 7y \nbw and the majority of ©po1 hold that it all depends on two things:

1) A correct opening or body of the nona.

2) The correct ending.

Thus, in the above scenario, as long as he catches himself before the concluding blessing, he simply
continues from X 7¥y. This ensures that the body and the conclusion were both fine. [The mwn
712 and n25n N1 strongly disagree with the position of the n7a that he must catch his mistake
M2>7>715 TIn.] Similarly, if he started correctly - 99 98y = and then continued on with y272 9wx, but

concluded with myxnn 28y, he is fine.

However, if in our first scenario, he did not correct anything, even if he ended with the correct
words - mINnn I8y - it does not help, since condition number one has not been met. Likewise,
even if he said the correct wording for the body of the n213, if the ending was wrong - 019y 29y1n
- he must repeat the n513; that is, unless he caught his slip within 72>7>75 79. [Once again, not like

the na.]

However, the Vilna Gaon writes that the na5n follows the N7awy; namely, it all hinges on the

ending of the n>72 and what he said in the opening and body of the n272 is of no significance.

If he only realised his mistake once he has begun N2 nanx, he should wait until the conclusion of
that blessing and insert it there, before ynw nxo9p. [Unlike the onvan ywn who says that he should

leave it until after the nmywy NMnv.]

The same 01 would apply for 29yn.

What is the general rule for doubts in m54a?

9mn give us a rule of thumb: Ypn> mM571 pav. This means that when ever, one is faced with a doubt
in m>13, one goes leniently. This is based on the fact that almost all blessings are of Rabbinic
origin. However, in cases of doubt for nn ns7a, which all agree is xn»71x71, one would have to act

stringently.

There are differing views as to the status of vov pyn [often referred to under the colloquial title of
mrrnn 9y]. The omax yn advises that if one is faced with a doubt, he should eat some more of the
same food, so that he will be able to say the after-n>7a without pav. The o7 »9 adds that if he
does not have anymore of the same species, he should consume enough of another species that
will require a wo>v pyn and he will then insert his ‘doubtful” portion. For example, if he is unsure
whether he has already said an »nnn 5y on the biscuits he ate, he would take some grapes and

when he says the \yn 5y, he can insert the »nnn Sy too.

If someone took a cup of beer and began, planning to make 1920’99 X913, can he

correct himself?
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This noxw is very involved and pivots on many factors and opinions into how to learn the x>»o.

Let us begin with a summary of those moov:

1) maoin 7wy and many others learn that the Ny discusses a case of one who was mistaken in
the planning stage of the N>72 - up until o>y o0 - but got the correct terminology. Since the
question remains unresolved, we apply the rule of Spnb m512 pov; thus, if one ended with the
correct words, he is fine.

2) The o7ann, as explained by the mwn qous, learns that the discussion resolves around one who
had the right intention, but got mixed up at the end. Ypn> m>172 Pav means that in this case, he
would not need to make another n>12. In our case, he is snookered, since the main part of the
1972 was said with the wrong intention. The qov 13, following his conviction, includes this
ruling as the main one in the 7y yn>v. However, na5nY, all opoia disagree with this assertion;
tirst and foremost, by the 07anv’s response to the 515 »non, in which he writes that he was
talking only of beer made from grapes. Secondly, the 77ax1 has already refuted the words of
the 07anA. [See also the M 137 who explains the 07any along the lines of the q.]

3) The a1, as explained by the wx1 explains that the xn) is talking about one who actually
thought that he was holding something else [as explained by the majority of o»Inx, as
opposed to the on7ax ] and thus erred with the whole 1592, but then, 7192>7 >75 710, caught
his mistake. The rule of 5pnY m>92 pov will mean that he is alright. In the above scenario, he is

definitely fine.

In summary, the n35n follows both »»v1 and the 97 and therefore, as long as the ending was fine,

even if he had to correct himself 1v2>7 >75 790, nothing else matters.

If one made a y93n on a cup of water, thinking it was wine, can he take a cup of

wine and drink without a new n59a?

The n7m cites the case of the Y»7nn in which a man was being »8m others on their wine at the
time. He rules that just like he has covered them, he may also drink from another cup of wine,
even if he sipped from the water in between, so long as he did not speak [even just to say ow 7172

TV D2WY IMIYN T - see 18N W], since he had intent to drink more wine himself.

The n1na mwn explains that actually, there are two separate reasons given here. [See y»sn 2yw that
the 577 required the two reasons - firstly that he was covering others and secondly that he had
intent for other wine for himself - for each reason on its own does have reservations.]
Furthermore, he writes the x"1n7 follows his opinion, that without specific intent, his 15721 would

not cover any other cup of wine and thus, he would need to make another n59a.

However, many disagree with the x7n»7 on this and they hold that as long as he did not actually

have specific intent that the n372 should only take effect on this cup, his 1572 covers any other wine

—
| —



on the table. If, though, his cup was the only cup present and he was planning to give to them to

drink from that cup, obviously, writes the y9¥n 9yw, no one would be covered for other wine.

If one mixed up the m593 of the candle and the spices for nb4an, what should he

do?

If he was actually planning to say wxn > N1 in place of ©nwa »n N3, then correcting himself
does nothing, for he has already been n¥» the 1572 on the fire and hence, should make the n272 on
the onwa afterwards. If however, he was holding the onwa at the time, clearly intent on making

the 512 on them, he can correct himself 1v2>7 715 TIn.

Likewise, if in place of oy np19, one uttered oy vwadn, he cannot correct himself if he actually
planned to say omy vwadn. Rather, he has been nyy» that n1572 and should then say oy np. The
o0 9 adds that other than the two blessings of 970X 1nn and 0995 9P, the same y7 would
apply to all of the m>na. If, however, it was a slip of the tongue, then the o7 »9 writes that one
may correct himself. The on7ax y» is not so sure. [See the n129 Y17 who also says that here is

different to the above case, when he was actually holding the correct and intended article.]

If his mistake was in tnn ns43, is the )7 the same?

As above said, the basis for the final nabn was the rule of 5pnY m>7a pav. However, when it comes
to a Xn»NT N573, such as NN No73, one has to be stringent. For example, having eaten bread, one
got confused and, thinking that he was bentching on dates, began \yn »9 5 \yn 5y, he cannot
correct himself and must begin anew. If, however, he meant to say o>yn nx 10 and simply got
mixed up with the wording, then, writes the nabn 703, of course, the normal rule of 1277 >15> T\
would apply. Note, however, writes the n71a mwn, that if he began »nnn Yy, even if he actually
thought that he had eaten cake and biscuits, since they are also 1, in this case, he may simply

continue from o%yn NN 1IN.

If he only began, up to o5wn 7on, with the intent to say the wrong n293, it would then pend on the

N9 between »7va and the 977, The madn 701 leaves it as X»TY )Y AN,
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