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The Uniqueness of the Year 5781 — R"9wn - Henry Ehreich

X"own mwn wx1 - 19-20" September 2020

This coming year X"DWN s the rarest of occurrences. There is a total of 14 various ways of how the yearly Jewish calendar can be set. 7 of them are
regular years, and 7 of them are leap years - 14 in total. Each of these 14 ways has a 3-letter code. By knowing this code, one can figure out the entire year;
exactly what day of the week each Yom Tov will fall, when Rosh Chodesh will be, whether it's a leap year or not, which Parsha will it be each week, etc, etc.
The code for this coming year is N"TN This is the rarest of all 14 codes. The last time this occurred was 20 years ago and the time before that was 44 years
ago. Here are some of the rare phenomenon which we will be witnessing this coming year:

#1 *NNKX MW D'DYD 5 NY'TINI NY'ON* (Kiddush and Havdoloh Together)
This year we will be making Kiddush & Havdala together, a total of 5 times throughout the year:
1-NMWN WURY YW 2w 319, 2-NDI0 YW 1w 99, 3- NN NNNY 91,4 - N0 YW [IWNY 170 919, 5-N0D HW [INNN 919

#2 *995 TyInN YIn Nn2w AIN* (NO Shabbos Chol Hamoed All Year)
This is good news for the children: No Shabbos Chol Hamoed this year - not Succos nor Pesach. This means more time to go to the zoo, the bumping cars,
or the merry-go-round...

#3 *Nd1IN N2V 12'N YPD N2W* (Parshas Miketz is NOT Shabbos Chanukah)

This year is the rare occurrence of Chanukah starting on a Friday - which means that yppn Nw1D Naw is not Chanukah - which brings the reading of the
weekly Parsha Haftorah, which is almost never read, since the Haftorah of NDIIN N2w almost always supersedes it. But this year is an exception.
Remember the wisdom of 9NN NNYW ordering to cut the baby in half in order to determine who the real mother is? That's the story of the Haftorah which
we haven't read for 20 years...

#4 *Nn2w 21Y2 HY)Nw n2V2 NMWY* (Assoro B'Teves on Friday)

The only fast which can occur on a Friday is Assoro B'Teves. This fast cannot be pushed off for a later date as other fasts are, since the Pasuk refers to
N202 NMWyas NTN DI'N DXV which Chazal interpret as meaning that this fast must be on the 10th day of Teves no matter what day of the week it
falls. This causes the rare occurrence a Sefer Torah being taken out on Friday at Mincha and fasting until after Kiddush.

#5 *NDINN NWID2 HNW 10T N2w* (Shabbos Parshas Zochor is not on Shabbos Parshas Tetzaveh)
In a regular year - not a leap year, NIXN NWID N2Y is always 12T N2W - except for this year when it will be NNINN MWD instead. While this has
no practical ramifications, it is nevertheless an extremely rare occurrence.

#6 *N2w 21Y2 HYNW DMID* (Purim on Friday)

If Purim every year is not hectic enough, we will now have the rare occurrence of Purim on a Friday - and yes - it is still before the clock is moved - so you
better be ready to light Shabbos candles at 5:20pm - by hook or by crook... Better start the day at the crack of dawn, in order to pack into this short Friday the
reading of the Megilla, sending Mishloach Manos, eating a Seudas Purim, manage to get a bit drunk as well, plus running around to all the teachers and
family... If your head is starting to spin already - you have an option - buy a ticket to I8 W' yX... If you're in INW' YIN- then it's a different story - as
we will now explain;

#7 *'W2I1wnn DNID* (The Triple Purim)

If you ever planned to go to Eretz Yisroel for Purim - this is the year to go. Why? Because since Purim in D'2WIN' is always a day later then for us - namely
on the day we call DD |WIW - therefore when Purim is for us on Friday - then in D*>wiNt it's on Shabbos - which results in the phenomenon of DI
wHOlwniliterally meaning "The Triple Purim". What this means is as follows:

Just like we have now Rosh Hashana falling on Shabbos, as well as Succos on Shabbos, where the Shofar is not blown and the Lulav is not shaken - as the
Gemara explains the reasoning - the same reasoning applies when Purim falls on Shabbos as well - the Megilla is not read. What happens is - Purim instead
of being 1 day - ends up being 3 days instead! How so? - This is how it works: The 6 Mitzvos of Purim are divided into 3 days: Friday is N'>'ann NxMp
and DI"2N NIANDN, Shabbos D'0'1N DY is said and PYNY N2'lis read a second time, and Sunday is D19 NTIVO and NIIN NIYWN is sent.
Yerushalayim is clearly the place to be this year!...

#8 *nawa ni'n HYNw noo 21Y* (Erev Pesach on Shabbos)
But the Yom Tov which has the most Halachic ramifications is the phenomenon of Erev Pesach occurring on Shabbos. Here are some aspects of Pesach
which will now be different than every year:

ynn Np'12 (Bedikas Chometz) Cannot be the night before Pesach as usual since it's Shabbos, so it must be on Thursday night instead.

ynn no"w (Buring of Chometz) Can obviously not be on the day of Erev Peasch, and must instead be on Friday moming. Butno X1'n 93 is said,
and no Chametz is nullified. Why? Because while every year, there is of course no Chametz to be had after the burning, this year however, not only is
Chametz permitted afterwards - but one is actually obligated to eat Chametz afterwards. Why? Because on Shabbos one must eat both at night and day
some Challa. One cannot substitute Challa for Matza, as it is forbidden to eat Matza on Erev Pesach. But how the Challa is eaten is a bit complicated... (This
all depends on customs, some with Yekkish customs will eat Matza on Friday Night)

NOD 21V N2W 1PI2 (Shabbos Erev Pesach Morning) Everyone must daven Shacharis on Shabbos at the crack of dawn, in order to be finished eating
Challa before Ynn N5DX  |NT 710 at 9.25am in the morning. Any Chametz left over afterwards must quickly be flushed down the toilet before [T 510
ynnN S101at 10.44am as buming is not possible on Shabbos and only thenis X1'NN 92 said. Anyone who wishes to eat N'w'w NTIVO afterwards,
cannot eat not Challa nor Matza, and must eat other foods instead.

N2 'R¥IND NOD 9'9 17O (Seder Night on Motzoi Shabbos) On Shabbos it is forbidden to do any preparations for the Seder whatsoever, until the
N2W 'R¥IN |NT- besides taking a good nap...

Just one last thought, although not that unusual, but 72'1 NwND will not be leined at all in 5781

NMI%9p1 NIYW N9ON INNID121I Mw SNn | (May this year, with its curses, come to an end, may the new year and its blessings commence)




