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E little in 2,000 years. Rows of
E pews surround a raised central

;-.-t--- platfornL the women ane s€pa-
rated from the. men ltr,.Ag uppergallery. .. ' , i," '".;i.+ .'*- I

'rhe centreplec!, at one end ol tbe nalt la
an ornat€ cupboard. contsini-ug a biShty-
decorated scmll handwrittzn ln ancleDt
Hebr€w, of ttle Five Books of MGe3-- tltc
6rst books o{ the Blble - ttle Torah- j i*-
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The counection between -attribute .of justic.e.and- a!-tflbute-A{

mercy is lnderlined by the fact thai the first time the name

Ep1llt appears in a skipping letter form in the Torlh, lt-i! l{ith
a 26-letter interval, the numerical value of it*l-n.], G:d's

attribute of mercy.

Elill?R - Elokim (26) Genesis 1:7

Several different skipping letter codes yield the holy name

ir-'r-ir'), the Divine attribute of mercy. sfarting from the r of the

6151 6rpt)N (Divine attribute of justice) mentioned in the

Torah. The smallest interval, the trminimal code," is o*, which

corresponds to the numerical value of p1, 1**.t

This uncovered name begins and ends * urr "6rlrlt{', meshing

thb attributes of justice and mercy.
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Iitatistical Tests

in i-ne 716-Ierter lorrl; chaprer of VayLkra 111-13' there are 55 N's' !1 r's' 55 1's

;rrrcl 47 1 
,s. c,,,np".in! iir"'"arti.r:l catty expec!e<l nunber o1' appearances based on

, 1^!F^- r-eorrenc:ies r,,ith t-i.e n,,n,6illT-iqua1 intervtrl appearances of 11nH,

:[: l::l:,,i;l;:' ;;'i].ut^*"zs t'i'i'r""'",\r' r on's" Ls about rr 400'000'

::,rai: i.:;tical test: [he nurnber of appearartces of '] -- 1 - i'1-:l{ at uneq''riil intervals'

t"=;]:ll"i: iu,]^1"i.,r", rhc number z-5 (cncirclc,l)'cc,r.e='p";,i; ;;-;=r,=o (i"". equar

int,ervals).
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.ippears lJ t.iiTrosr as does ln1R. The other resul.ts of 11, 9, 1 , 6 and 5 ceirter

ar.or.rncl B rvith a oevialion of t3 in cornplete aSreelTrent wiIh statistical. probabilicy'
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BIBLE CODES

https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Bible code (summary)

Contemporary discussion hnd controversy became widespread in 1994 when Doron
Witztum, Eliyahu Rips and Yoav Rosenberg published a paper, "Equidistani Letter
Sequences in the Book of Genesis", in the scientific journal Statistical Science. Since then
the term "Bible codes" has been popularly used to refer specifically to information encrypted
via this ELS method.

The primary method by which purportedly meaningful messages have been extracted is

the Equidistant Letter Sequence (ELS). Letters are selected based on a starting point and
counting every nth letter based on a given 'skip number' in a given direction, For example,
taking every fourth letter in the pl'rrase this sentence fits an ELS, read backwards and
ignoring spaces derives the word 'safest'.

History
The 13th-century Spanish rabbi Bachya ben Asher may have been the firstl to describe an

ELS in the Bible. His four-letter example related to the traditional zero-point of the Hebrew
calendar. Over the following centuries there are some hints that the ELS technique was
known, but few definite examples have been found from before the middle of the 20th
century. At this point many examples were found by Michael Ber Weissmandl and published
by his students after his death in 1957. Nevertheless, the practice remained known to only a
few until the early 1980s, when some discoveries of lsraeli school teacher Avraham Oren
came to the attention of the mathematician Eliyahu Rips at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. Rips then took up the study together with his religious studies partners Doron
Witztum and Alexander Rotenberg, among several others.

Rips and Witztum
Rips and Witztum and Yoav Rosenberg designed computer software for the ELS technique
and subsequently found many examples. About 1985, they decided to carry out a formal
test, and the "Great rabbis experiment" was born. This experiment tested the hypothesis that
ELS's of the names of famous rabbinic personalities and their respective birth and death
dates form a more compact arrangement than could be explained by chance. When Rips ef
al. carried out the experiment, the data was measured and found to be statistically
significant, supporting their hypothesis.

Other experiments
Another experiment, in which the names of the famous rabbis were matched against the
places of their births and deaths (rather than the dates), was conducted in 1997 by Harold
Gans, former Senior Cryptologic Mathematician for the United States National Security
Agency,

Again, the results were interpreted as being meaningful and thus suggestive of a more than
chance result. These Bible codes became known to the public primarily due to the American
journalist Michael Drosnin, whose book Ihe Bible Code (1997)was a best-seller in many
countries. Rips issued a public statement that he did not support Drosnin's work or
conclusions;teven Gans has stated that, although the book says the codes in the Torah can
be used to predict future events, "This is absolutely unfounded. There is no scientific or
mathematical basis for such a statement, and the reasoning used to come to such a

conclusion in the book is logically flawed."

The Jewish outreach group Aish-HaTorah employs Bibte codes in their Discovery Seminars
to persuade secular Jews of the divinity of the Torah, and to encourage them to trust in

traditional Orthodox teachings. Use of Bible code techniques also spread into certain

eA



Christian circles, especially in the United States. The main early proponents were Yakov
Rambsel, who is a Messianic Jew, and Grant Jeffrey. Another Bible code technique was
developed in 1997 by Ddan Coombs (also Christian). Various pictograms are claimed to be

formed by words and sentences using ELS.

Criticism
The primary objection advanced against Bible codes is that information theory does not
prohibit "rloise" from appearing to be sometimes meaningful. Thus, if data chosen for ELS

experiments are intentionally "cooked" before the experiment is defined, similar patterns can

be found in texts other than the Torah. Although the probability of an ELS in a random place

being a meaningfulword is small, there are so many possible starting points and skip
patterns that many such words can be expected to appear, depending on the details chosen
for the experiment, and it is possible to "tune" an ELS experiment to achleve a result which
appears to exhibit patterns that overcome the level of noise,

Others have criticized Drosnin by saying his example of "Clinton" in his first book violated the
basic Bible code concept of "minimality"; Drosnin's "Clinton" was a completely invalid "code".

ln addition, McKay claimed that Drosnin had used the flexibility of Hebrew orthography to his

advantage, freely mixing classic (no vowels, Y and W strictly consonant) and modern (Y and

W used to indicate'i' and 'u' vowels) modes, as well as variances in spelling of K and T, to
reach the desired meaning.

Criticism of the original paper
ln 1999, Australian mathematician Brendan McKay, lsraeli mathematicians Dror Bar-

Natan and Gil Kalai, and lsraeli psychologist Maya Bar-Hillel (collectively known as "MBBK")
published a paper in Sfafrstica I Science, in which they argued that the case of Witzium, Rips

and Rosenberg (WRR) was "fatally defective, and that their result merely reflects on the
choices made in designing their experiment and collecting the data for it."

The MBBK paper demonstrated that this "tuning", when combined with what MBBK asserted
was available "wigg[e" room, was capable of generating a result similar to a Hebrew
translation ol War and Peace. Bar-Hillel subsequently summarized the MBBK view that the
WRR paper was a hoax, an intentionally and carefully designed "magic trick".

The Bible codes (together with similar arguments concerning hidden prophecies in the
writings of Shakespeare) have been quoted as examples of the Texas sharpshooter fallacy.

Replies to MBBK's criticisms

Harold Gans
Harold Gans, a former Cryptanalyst at the National Security Agency, argued that while "the

mathematical issues are difficult for non-mathematicians to comprehend, I can summarize
as follows: Professor McKay and his colleagues never claimed to have discovered real

codes in those non-Torah texts. Their only "successful" results were obtained by deliberately
rigging the experiment in such a way that the layman wouldn't recognize the mathematical
flaws."

Robert Aumann
Robert Aumann, a game theorist and winner of the Nobel Prize in Economics in 2005, has

followed the Bible code research and controversy for many years. He wrote.
Though the basic fhesrs of the research seerns wildly improbable, for many years l thought
that an ironclad case had been made for the codes; I did not see how 'cheating' could have
been possible.
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Robert Haralick
Robert Haralick, a ProfeTsor of Computer Science at the City University of New York, has
checked the Bible Code for many years and became convinced of its validity.

Criticism of Michael Drosnin
Journalist Drosnin's books have been criticized by some who believe the Bible code is real
but that it cannoi predict the future. Drosnin made a number of claims and alleged
predictions that have Since failed. Among the most impodant, Drosnin clearly states in his
book "The Bible Code ll", published on December 2, 2002, that there was to be a World War
involving an "atomic holocaust" that would allegedly be the end of the world. Another claim
Drosnin makes in "The Bible Code ll" is that the nation of Libya would develop weapons of
mass destruction which would then be given to terrortsts who would then use them to attack
the West (specifically the United States) ln reality, Libya improved relations with the West in
2003 and gave up all their existing weapons of mass destruction programs. A final claim
Drosnin made in "The Bible Code ll" was that Palestinian Authority leader Yasser Arafat
would allegedly be assassinated by being shot to death by gunmen which Drosnin
specifically stated would be from the Palestinian Hamas movement. This prediction by
Drosnin also failed, as Yasser Arafat died on November 11,2Q041of what was later declared
to be natural causes.

Criticism using ELS in other texts
OR\\'iTH-{\T,'HITEP
N."\ H .I B \''J I1 N S}I.\ N

I.:L E iJ H I S 
'J 

1I AN t)
DSYh'I'INGENER.{
THEBLOODYDEE}
E R NI$,THA I, E S I{E .{I)
T'1'() IIIP OSS IRi-E

An ELS code found in the 1851 novel Moby-Dick, which could be seen as referencing the
assassination of lndira Gandhi.

Responding to an explicit challenge from Drosnin, who claimed that oiher texts such
as Moby-Dlck would not yield ELS results comparable to the Torah, McKay created a new
experiment that was tuned to find many ELS letter arrays in Moby-Dick that relate to modern
events, including the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr and lndira Gandhi. He also
found a code relating to the Rabin assassination, containing the assassin's first and last
name and the university he attended, as well as the motive ("Oslo", relating to the Oslo
accords).
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I'R.AhISLA'{'IOI{:

ii'l'bliorriirs ii prcinise that is true, accepled, aildi clear'iL"om Li:,:'1.'tsrels,

anal 1ve 1'lnil acrottvrlls llf last-1,:tttr*ilcl'ol.'1,\'t.n5, t)1" numericiti

cqi-iii,aieilr'ies to be a nl*ntor"-l'aide, lhat i:; .lrtu arlr"i ri is errti liic';. l'3Llt

1,{j ilro1,t' sonrctl":lng hither"to Llnknotllt, Atl[i it'ith.;ttL '].nt' r;ihur' ;it'ur;1.

especiali,,,aboLit the secrets of tlre'l'oratrl rvhicii are tillolie the irttcllcci,

then r-rsirig r;rre of these melhocls woLrld be col"rsiclered uttet' l't:l\,b1' atty'

inLrllecir-rai. For rvlii.t cloes r-iot knoll,that ary, sstute airci sltal"tr: 1311111 cLlt1

provc t.il* opposite q:r an,vlhing else, Lrsilig tl"lc ver,v sttme n:*Ltrtoc'/ Ar-lrj

s{}, itcil tlre missionarirs when tlre.v tr-v to prove sonlc rnaior"iciea

agairrst lis, via affot1J-ms ancl nunrerical e quivalencies" I reve rs* lhe ir
r:er"y m*thoris tc tlieir t"aces. Thi-ls tire Sages stated, th*t ealcutetiotts

at:,tl, *turrerical ,;r;uiu-'ale ncies at'e s*ilst,]tiing i*r rvisdoti; " 1t1;-': s';t\"3i..i{1Lt1tJ

ftsr br**d. i'lris mrilns tirat thei,' ai'e beaiitiliers *nd tr'eetlita',.r.j',"3 {t:t"

rvisrior:r, Liut they at'e not ztctuiti r,visclom.

:lrgg*s tittx thaL onc-"s wisdcirti clerii cs fiolr.i a lr,oid r>t'l':tL,:r. ibr lrhici:
onr Lisc$ gen-latria or acrorl.vrl1s or simiiar dclir.ttiotti, in l,tiirq Iiulit -

h*at1*tL One shoulcl not declare such mattei:s to be u"visclolti - lhat is
tl"le x'a1, of the seol"Je r:s of'our generation. Iror exat.npie , "ur{)ntan" (;ttlN)

is ri:e siLiil* Eellratria as "honev" (Lr)T) ; "!seat;t"itrirl ll*nii1tt'" {;'1!r ;uN)
is tl:i: s:il1if g*nuiti'iil iis "greiil jtrr "' {;'1?'lll ,r-nDU) ; ii "tt itin\'," t, r-lD?N)

i:; thc Sitnle g*1":tatl'ia aS a "hoiSe" {O] 0). $uch ge{fi;Ltrtai'*rt iLiiiie "
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